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PREFACE. 



As the subjects of the following 
Sermons have been very frequently 
treated, so the Sermons themselves 
have little pretence to originality. I 
am not aware thatJ have adopted a 
single passage from any author with- 
out acknowledgment, but most of 
the sentiments here expressed are to 
be found in Sermons already given 
to the public. The Sermon on the 
Duties of the Sick and that on Old 
Age, for instance, were written after 
reading those of Abp. Seeker on the 
same subjects; and many of the sen- 
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timents in the Sermon on Sorrow 
for the death of children — (obvious 
as they are in themselves) — as well 
as the application of the text which 
forms its groundwork, were sug- 
gested by the excellent funeral dis- 
courses of Lucas and Doddridge. 
And thus, previously to writing the 
Sermon on the Regulation of Sor- 
row, I bad repeatedly read the trea- 
tises of Flavel, Grosvenor, Cecil, and 
Newnham. 

It may possibly be thought, that 
the Sermons in this little volume 
have too much resemblance, not only 
to those of other writers, but to each 
other. Where there is so much si- 
milarity of subject, recurrence of the 
same ideas, of the same expressions, 
and of the same quotations from 
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Scripture, was hardly to be avoided; 
especially as the Sermons were nei- 
ther written nor preached in close 
succession. 

The object of them all is to en- 
force ^^ repentance towards God and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ/' If 
by the blessing of God upon them 
they should be made instrumental 
in awakening or in strengthening 
religious impressions in a single in- 
dividual, or in imparting consolation 
to the wounded spirit of any person 
in affliction, my labour will not 
have been in vain, and I shall have 
abundant cause for humble thank- 
fulness. 

Shrivenham, Jan. 12, 1828. 
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Isaiah xl. 6, 7. 

T^ke voice said^ Cry. And he said, What shall 
I cry ? — Alljlesh is grass, and all the goodli- 
ness thereof is as the flower oftheflM. 

The grass withereth, the flower fadeth, because 
the Spirit of the Lord hloweth upon U; — 
surely the people is grass. 

There is hardly any thing which more 
disposes a man for serious reUgion, hardly 
any thing which more powerfully leads 
him to fix his thoughts and his heart on 
God, and to embrace the salvation ofiiered 
him through Christ, than the contempla- 
tion of the shortness and uncertainty of 
human life. This affecting consideration, 
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2 Mortality of man. 

accordingly, appears to be proposed by 
the divine teacher in the chapter from 
which the text is taken, in order to ' ' pre- 
pare" in the hearts of men '' the way of 
the Lord," and to dispose them to receive 
with thankfahiess the good tidings of the 
coming of Him who should ''feed his 
flock like a shepherd, and gather the lambs 
in his arms, and carry them in his bo- 
som**." 

As death first came into the world as 
the pmushment and consequence of sin, 
so the proper consideration of death would 
materially weaken sin's influence and do- 
minion. Moses appears to have foreseen 
with a melancholy foreboding the sinful- 
ness and rebellion against God of the peo- 
ple whom he conducted. As the means 
of preventing such disobedience, the best 
and the kindest wish that he could form 
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Mortality of man. 3 

for them, was, that they might be wise 
enough to " consider their latter end^." 
It is from being unmindfiil of their latter 
end that so many men live thoughtless, 
sensual lives, and thus pass from this 
world into another without any reasonable 
grounds for hoping that their existence in 
that other world can be any thing but an 
existence of misery. 

When a man, who has not absolutely 
cast off all behef in God and' in a ftiture 
life, considers his death as near, it na- 
turally makes him serious, and more than 
usually careftd not to do any thing, which 
may render worse his condition in the 
world, to which h^ thinks himself hastens 
ing. When on the dt^er hand we see 
men who pnofess to believe in Grod, yet in 
works denying him, and living in wilftd 
disobedience to his laws, giving the reins 

*» Deut. xxxiL 29. 
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4 Mortality of man. 

to their lusts and appetites, and acting as 
if this world were their only portion, it is, 
generally speaking, because they persuade 
themselves that they have as yet many 
years to Uve. The tempter perhaps does 
not exactly suggest to them as he did to 
Eve, " Ye shall not siu-ely die," but con- 
trives to make them regard death as still 
far distant. The young, in the vigour 
and high spirits of youth, are apt to feel 
confident that they, at all events, must 
have many years to look forward to. They 
therefore boldly venture ' ' to walk in the 
ways of their own heart, and after the 
sight of their own eyes*^," to follow the 
guidance of their fleshly lusts and appe- 
tites, and perhaps to laugh at those who 
would kindly warn them of their danger. 
This confidence and reckless behaviour 
would surely be checked, if they could be 



* Eccles. xi. 9. 




Mortality of man. 5 

brought to reflect upon the uncertamty of 
life even to the most young and healthy, 
and if the reflexion came accompanied by 
the thought, that for all these things, all 
the sins and lusts and waywardness of 
youth, ** God will bring them into judg- 
ment^." 

The man who has set his heart upon 
the riches of this world, and has suc- 
ceeded in acquiring a large portion of 
them, is ready to flatter himself that he shall 
Uve long to enjoy them. He is disposed 
to '' say to his soul, Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years ; take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry ^." In this 
fond persuasion he **has made gold his 
hope, and has said to the fine gold, Thou 
art my confidence ^" and has perhaps ac- 
quired the pride and hard-heartedness 
with which such possessions are sometimes 

** Eccles. xi. 9. * Luke xii. 19. ' Job xxxi. 24. 
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6 Mortality of man. 

accompanied. But if he practically felt 
that at any moment ' ' his soul might he 
required of him," he would feel the folly 
of trusting in uncertain riches, — in the 
mammon of unrighteousness,— and would 
be sensible of the wisdom of being ' ' rich 
towards God," rich in faith and good 
works, instead of " heaping up riches and 
not knowing who shall gather them," thus 
*' walking in a vain shadow and disquiet- 
ing himself in vain^." 

In short, in all cases where there is not 
an utter and total want of aU reUgious 
beUef, serious reflexion on the shortness 
and uncertainty of human life must neces- 
sarily have jnost useful effects, and tend 
most powerfully to enable us to resist 
temptation, and to preserve us from sin. 

Accordingly, this reflexion is repeatedly 
impressed upon us in the Scripture, and 

^ Ps. xxxix. 6. 



Mortality of man. 7 

enforced by a variety of illustrations. 
They compare the life of man to the fading 
flower, the perishing grass, to smoke, to 
a fleeting vapour, to the sleep of a night, 
to a dream.—'' All flesh is. grass," says 
Isaiah in the text, '' syfkd all the goodliness 
thereof is as the flower of the field. The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth, because 
the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it." 
— ^And in another place the same prophet 
represents us as all fading away like a 
withering leaf*^. — " As soon as thou scat- 
terest them," says the Psalmist, ''they 
are even as a sleep, and fade away sud- 
denly Uke the grass. In the morning it 
i^ green, and groweth up, but in the 
evening it is cut down, dried up, and 
withered^" And again, "The days of 
man are but as grass, for he flourisheth as 
a flower of the field^. For as soon as the 

** Isa. Ixiv. 6. i Ps. xc. 5, 6. ^ Ps. ciii. 15. 
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8 Mortality of man, 

wind goeth over it, it is gone, and the 
place thereof shall know it no more."— 
' * My days are consumed away like smoke. 
— ^My days are gone like a shadow, and 
I am withered like grass ^" And the apo- 
stle St. James, when expostulating with 
those men who reckoned upon life as 
upon something certain, says, '* For what 
is your life? — It is even a vapour that 
appeareth for a little time, and then va- 
nisheth away"." 

It is unnecessary to recite more of the 
passages of Scriptiu'e which express the 
same sentiment. The useful lesson which 
they teach ought never to be forgotten by 
us. We may be reminded of it by the 
sight of the several objects to which they 
compare our uncertain life. When we 
look on a fading flower, on a withered 
leaf, on a passing cloud, or a dispersing 

* Ps, cii. 3, 11. "' James iv, 14. 
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vapour, we should reflect that the fleeting 
object before us admonishes of the short 
and fleeting nature of our mortal exist- 
ence. 

Perhaps we are still more forcibly re- 
minded of this, by every instance that 
we witness of the extinction of animal Ufe, 
by every death of a beast, a bird, or a 
reptile; and far more forcibly still, and 
far more afFectingly, by the deaths of our 
fellow men. On every side of us we see 
and hear of those who partake of the same 
nature with ourselves, departing out of 
the land of the living, and going down to 
the silence of the^ grave. Some but just 
open their eyes in this world, and then 
close them again till the day of resurrec- 
tion ; some are called away in early youth ; 
some, when just advancing into manhood ; 
some in their fuU vigour ; some in the fee- 
bleness of declining years. '' One dieth," 
says Job, "in his full strength, bemg 

B 5 



10 Mortality of man. 

wholly at ease and quiet ; — and another 
dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and 
never eateth with pleasure^ They shall 
lie down alike in the dust, and the worms 
shall cover them"." No period of age, no 
strength of constitution, no appearance of 
health, can give the sUghtest security of 
continuing here. Many we see cut off in 
the midst of their strength by some sudden 
accident ; many by the violence of fierce 
and rapid sickness ; many by Ungering arid 
tedious disease. Certainly all these va- 
rious considerations, especially such daily 
spectacles of mortality, ought not to be 
lost upon US; certainly they ought feel- 
ingly to remind us *' how frail and uncer- 
tain our own condition" is. They should 
remind us of it, — ^not to make us melan- 
choly, not to depress us into sadness, not 
to sink us into a dull and reckless indif- 

" Job xxi. 23, 25, 26. 
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$ ference as to all the objects of life, — ^but 
I to induce us to leam and practise the 

lessons which they teach. 

Let us now then briefly enquire what 

these lessons are. 

K our lives are so frail, and the time of 
our death so uncertain, it is quite clear 
that we ought to Uve in a constant readi- 
ness for death. Since there is no repent- 
ance in the grave, since as the tree falleth 
so it must lie, since it is not only ap- 
pointed unto men once to die, but ailer 
death cometh the judgment, and since in 
whatever state death leaves us judgment 
will find us, nothing is of so much conse- 
quence to us as to be always fit to die, 
always ready to go hence at a moment's 
warning. **Take ye heed, watch and 
pray, for ye know not when the time 
is**." ''Be ye also ready, for in such 

« Mark xiii. 33. 
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12 Mortality of man. 

» 

an hour as ye think not the Son of man 
comethP." 

The being ready, the being fit to die, 
consists in faith and repentance ; — ^in be- 
Ueving in the Lord Jesus Christ, and in 
the atonement for sin made by his death, 
and in a sincere heartfelt sorrow for all 
the sins of our past Ufe, accompanied witb 
a real stedfast purpose of amendment, in 
humble reUance on God's grace. If we 
are wilfully Uving in the habit of any 
known sin, in the wilful neglect of any 
known duty, we are unfit to die; and 
death, if it found us in such a state, would 
endanger our souls for ever. If we are 
wilfully living in a state of unfitness for 
the Lord's Supper, we are unfit to die; 
for fitness for death and for the Lord's 
Supper is the same. If this is the case 
with any of us, let us not continue in 

P Matth. xxiv. 44. 
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* such state a day or an hour longer ; but 
let us endeavour to provide tor our ever- 
lasting peace while we yet have time. 

Another practical lesson which the sub- 
ject which we have been considering may 
suggest to us, is, that if there is any 
thing that we wish to do, any thing that 
we ought to do, for the glory of God and 
the good of our fellow-creatures, we should 
not put it off, but set about it at once 
without delay. We may be very sure that 
we can have no time to lose. " Whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with all 
thy might ; for there is no work, nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave whither thou goesf." Most of us 
fall too easily into a habit of procrastina- 
tion, a habit of putting off from day to 
day the doing of that which we acknow- 
ledge ought to be done, — which we intend 
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to do, — at some time or other. This 
habit, however, must be broken through 
by him, who really feels upon what a very 
precarious imcertain tenure he holds his 
present existence, and is sensible how sud- 
denly he may be called to quit it. 

Another lesson which we may learn 
from the shortness and uncertainty of hu- 
man life, is, that we should be careful not 
to set our affections too eagerly and too 
strongly upon the things of this world. 
With respect to them all we should en- 
deavour to acquire, — I will not say a spirit 
of indifference, — ^but, that feeUng which is 
produced by a practical habitual convic- 
tion that we may be called upon to part 
with them at any moment. " This I say, 
brethren, that the time is. short ; it re- 
maineth, that both they that have wives 
be as though they had none; and they 
that weep, as though they wept not ; and 
they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced 
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not ; and they that buy, as though they 
possessed not; and they that use this 
world, as not abusing it ; for the fashion 
of this world passeth away^" 

The fashion of this world passeth away ; 
and therefore even the best things in it 
must not be suffered to occupy too large 
a share of our hearts and affections, must 
not be suffered to prevent us, from seeking 
our home and om: rest, in that world which 
does not pasg away. 

Let us endeavour, my friends, to pre- 
serve upon our minds this practical con- 
viction of our mortality, that thus habitu- 
ally feeUng "how frail and uncertain our 
condition is, we may so number our days, 
as seriously to apply our hearts to that 
holy and heavenly wisdom, whilst we Uve 
here, which may in the end bring us to 
life everlasting, through the merits of Je- 
sus Christ our Lord." 

' 1 Cor. vii. 29. 
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The Prayer. 

O God the Father of our spirits, who hast 
appointed death to be the end of all men, and 
that after that shall come the judgment ; grant 
that we may never be unmindful of our latter 
end. By the help of thy grace so fit and pre- 
pare us against the hour of death, that after our 
departure hence in peace and in thy favour, our 
souls may be received into thine everlasting 
kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Iti the dittf ofadnermty 

As we all know assuredly that at wamt 

period or other our mortal life must be 

terminated by death, so we all, gEoeraUy 

speaking, must expect during the count 

of our lives to be tiejted by ^ckneas aod 

disease. Indeed when we consider bow 

fearfidly and wonderfully we are made, 

when we reflect on the almost infinite 

number of parts which make up the fftruc- 

I ture of our animal bodies, upon the vari- 

Lous tubes or channels through whkfa oou- 

Ifishment is conveyed to each part, and 
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the multitude of nerves, and ligatures, nS&s 
bones, and muscles, by which the boiwni 
and its several members are supportd 
and brought into action ; — and when fi| 
reflect farther, that a single drop of water, 
or a single grain of sand, may be the 
means of throwing the whole machine out 
of order, we shall be almost more sur- 
prised that we are ever well, than that n 
should sometimes be ill. At all events, 
we know by what we see and hear of ia 
our fellow creatures, and by what we 
have experienced in ourselves, that sick- 
ness, of some kind or other, must in all 
hkeUhood be endured by most of ns, — 
perhaps repeatedly, — ^if we continue for 
any time to sojourn on the earth. It is 
therefore wise while we are yet ia health 
to consider the duties which belong to a 
state of sickness. For when sickness has 
actually come upon us, the mind, if not 
enfeebled, may yet be in some measure 
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disturbed and distracted by the pain and 
neasiness of the body ; and it is desir- 
Fahle that we should not have our lesson 
then to learn, at the very time when we 
are called upon to bring it into practice. 

One of the principal duties for which 

occasion is given by sickness is patience 

and humble xuhnission to the wilf of God. 

For we must remember that if we suifer, 

it is the will of Grod that we should suffer. 

We are taught that he " ordereth all 

things in heaven and in earth," that the 

most trifling events do not happen , — 

" that a eparrow doth not fall to the 

L ground," — without his permission, that 

I ** the very hairs of our head are all num- 

Ibered*." The whole spirit of the Scrip- 

I tures leads us to look upon sickness, as 

I well as all other afflictions, as being di- 

Irected by the providence of God. That 
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fonsideration surely ought to be sufficient 

) render us patient and submissive under 

We should say, " It is the Lord 

, do what seemeth him good''." "1 

«;ame dumb,' and opened not my mouth, 

r it was thy doing." To the will of" God, 

it is our duty and our wisdom, humbly and 

quietly to submit. As Christians, we 

must learn to be "patient in tribula- 

' In your patience possess ye 

^our souls''." 

It is not indeed to be expected that we 

"should he Insensible to suffering, or that 

under acute anguish of body we should 

-.refrain from all expression of pain. To 

pve way however to lamentation, or to 

frequent or loud exclamations of 

i rather the mark of a weak 

ind unmanly spirit, Such expressions of 

iTering add to the distress of the friends 



i. 19. 
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who witness them, and can hardly be 
thought entirely consistent with perfect 
Bubmission and resignation to God. Many 
if the heathen were able to acquire a 
lat degree of superiority over any suf- 
ferings of the body, and a good soldier of 
fesus Clirist ought to be able to endure 
lardship, and meekly and quietly to suffer 
pain. Under such circumstances we should 
call to our recollection the severe torments 
that have been endured by many of the 
servants of God, by the prophets for in- 
stance of the Old Testament, or the apo- 
stles and martyrs of the New. "Take, 
my brethren," says St. James, " the pro- 
phets, who have spoken in the name of 
the Lord, for an example of suffering af- 
fliction, and of patience. — Ye have heard 
of the patience of Job, and have seen the 
end of the Lord'." 
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We have heard of — ^perhaps have wiV 
nessed — the sufferings of some of our 
neighbours and acquaintance, and the pa- 
tience with which they have often been 
endured. Above all, we should fix our 
minds on the bitter agony both of body 
and soul, which for our sakes was ea-r 
dured by the Son of God, and should let 
the thought of his sufferings calm us into 
quiet submission. We should say like 
him. Lord, ''not my will, but thine be 
done." And we should bear in mind, 
that he had *' done nothing amiss," while 
we for our manifold transgressions richly 
deserve whatever sufferings we may hap- 
pen to undergo. We cannot indeed in 
any instance positively pronounce sickness 
to be the punishment of 3ny particular sin, 
yet an humble ^ense of o]ir sins ^tnd im-ri 
worthiness in general, may well contribute 
to make us endure pain and disease with 
meekness and patience. " Wherefore 
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should a living man complain, a man for 
the pmiishment of his sins^?" or who 
shall dare to murmur against God, ''who 
punishes less than our iniquities de- 
serve?" 

And our resignation and submission to- 
wards God should be accompanied with 
patience of manner, with i^eekness and 
gentleness towards those about us. Those 
who minister to us in our sickness, who 
wait upon us, and endeavour to supply 
our many wants, and, so far as they can, 
to reUeve and assuage our uneasiness and 
pain, perform an office of great kindness, 
an office which is often attended with 
much trouble and irksomeness. We must 
be careful not imnecessarily to add to 
their trouble, or to give them additional 
imeasiness, by any impatience, any hasti- 
ness or fretfulness of manner, or by any 

^ Lament, iii. 39. 
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vehement expressions of pain which w 
are at all able to control. We should 
shew ourselves to be sensible of their at- 
tentions, and thankful for them. And if 
our friends or our attendants should M 
into any Uttle neglect or inadvertency, we 
should make every fair allowance for it, 
and never distress them by angry com- 
plaints and upbraiding. 

At the same time, although we consider 
sickness as well as other afflictions as 
being the dispensations of God's provi- 
dence, dispensations of Him who saith^ 
'* I form the Ught and create darkness, I 
make peace and create evil^," yet they 
are by no means to be regarded as tokens 
of his displeasure. On the contrary, the 
Scriptures teach us to consider them as 
instances of his fatherly love and provi- 
dential care. ' * As many as I love I re- 

* Isaiah xlv. 7. 
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i buke and chasten**." "My son, despise 
\i not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
3 fcdnt when thou art rebuked of him : for 
1 whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 
If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with 
you as with sons, for what son is he whom 
the father chasteneth not*." We are not 
to be insensible to sufferings ; we are not 
to seem to brave, to make light of them, 
as if we despised the chastening of the 
Lord; neither, on the other hand, must 
we faint and weakly sink \mder them ; 
but must bear them with manly fortitude, 
and with meek patience and resignation. 
We should consider the design or intention 
of Gk)d in visiting us with sickness. We 
should '' hear the rod," should attend to 
the lesson which the chastening rod is de- 
signed to teach us. We should say, * ' Shew 
me wherefore thou contendest with me^," 

■» Rev. iu. 19. * Heb. xiL 5—7. * Job x. 2. 
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for God ''does not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the phildren of meni" for his own 
pleasure, but he chastens us '' for our pro- 
fit, that we may be partakers of his hdi- 
ness." 

One object for which sickness is sent is 
the cultivation and improvement of the 
grace of patience, that grace to which 
I have been exhorting you. ''Tribula- 
tion," says St. Paul'", " worketh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience 
hope." For the exercise of such patience 
there would be no opportunity* if occfasion 
for it were not given by suffering. 

Another object of such visitations is, 
the bringing of us to serious repentance 
for the sins and transgressions of our life 
past. It is very imwise in any man to 
put off his repentance to the time of sick- 
ness. The work of self-examinatMHi re- 
quires often much apjdicatiqcL and attod- 

' Lam. ill. 33. ™ Rom. v. 3, 4. 
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tion of mind, and will probably be accom- 
panied by much inward vexation of spirit ; 
and on both these accounts, is ill suited to 
a state of feebleness and languor and bo- 
dily suflfering. But, stUl, we see, that in 
the fiill tide and vigour of health, men are 
too often forgetful of spiritual things, and 
inattentive to the condition of their own 
souls. They are apt to walk on heed- 
lessly * ' in the ways of their own heart, and 
the sight of their own eyes." When sick- 
ness comes upon them, however, it softens 
the heart, and disposes it to serious re- 
flexion, " In the time of adversity con- 
sider." It reminds them of the uncertain 
tenure by which they hold their life, and 
of their approach to an everlasting state ; 
and admonishes them to endeavour to make 
their peace with God before it is too late. 
In such circumstances the language of our 
hearts naturally is, *^ Let us search and 
try our ways, and tuin again to the 

c2 



Lord"." Lei us search and try our wi^; 
let us seriously, and carefully, look bad 
upon our past liyes, and compare thai 
with the rule of God's commandmenls, 
and consider in how many instances, il 
our actions, in our words, and above ^ 
in the temper and disposition of our hearts, 
we have fallen short of his holy and pare 
and strict law, and our own solemn and 
repeated engagements. There is not one o( 
us that has not reason to lament the weak- 
ness of his faith, his want of spirituality, hig 
deficiency in love and other holy affections, 
towards liis Creator and Redeemer, 

Perhaps under the correction of sicknesE 
he who during his health had cared for none 
of these things, may be hrought to feel the 
miserable folly of profaning God's name, of 
neglecting God's word, and day, and wor- 
ship, and sacraments, and of treating holy 
things in general with disrespect. 
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Sickness should admonish us also, to 
consider seriously what has been our con- 
duct towards our fellow men. We should 
solemnly ask ourselves, whether there is 
'miy one whom we have, either know- 
iingly or ignorantly, injured in his pro- 
perty, his good name, or in any other 
respect whatever. And it" we find that 
■we have so injured any one, we should 
lose no time in endeavouring to repair 
tlie UTong that we have done, in endea- 
vouring to make restitution to the utmost 
of our power. If, on the other hand, any 
one has done injury or given offence to 
us, we must from our hearts forgive him, 

we would have forgiveness of our of- 
fences at God's hand ; " for, if ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father that is in heaven forgive you your 
trespf^ses." 

The same sense of justice and equity 
which leads us to wish to make what re- 
c3 
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paration we can for any injury whidiiA^ 
may have done to any -man, should abl^ 
induce us in sickness — ^if we have dA] 
done it before — to dispose 6y will of 'whi* 
ever property we may happen to be pos- 
sessed of, however inconsiderable it may 
be. When this is neglected, such neglect 
is often attended, not only with mudi in? 
convenience, but with serious loss, to 
those who are now most dear to us; it 
may be positive injustice to creditors ; and 
may occasion perhaps lasting dissensicHi 
and unfriendliness of feeling in families^ 
in which nothing ought to prevail but love 
and harmony. 

And for all the offences, whether against 
Grod, or against our neighbour, whidi 
we can call to mind, we should humble 
ourselves in the sight of God, and with 
penitent and contrite hearts itoplore hi^ 
pardon, through the merits of his Son. 

The atonement for sin effected by the 



Duties of the sick. 



31 



ieath of a Redeemer, is the great ground 
consolation and support u]xin a sick 
bed. We should fix our meditations upon 
that gracious dispenBation in which mercy 
and truth so wonderfully met togetlier, 
and implore the divine Spirit to increaae 
and strengthen our faith in that and the 
other fundamental doctrines of our holy 
rehgion. 

A sick man, -especially if his sickness 
is likely to be unto death, — will do well 
to take that opportunity of addressing 
eome serious advice and admonition to 
tiiose about him. Advice given under 
8uch circumstances is very hkely to be 
attended to. The last words of a dying 
man have in them something of a solenm 
impressiveness. When a man is upon the 
point of quitting this present world, what 
he says may well be supposed to proceed 
from the real conviction of the heart, and 
it is an affecting consideration for" those 
c 4 
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to whom he addresses himself, to think 
that they^ in all likelihood, shall not listen 
to him again, but that the tongue which 
now speaks to them will soon be silent in 
the grave. His words consequently are 
likely to sink deep into their hearts. Let 
him therefore, if able, embrace such a fa- 
vourable opportunity of strengthening their 
impressions of reUgion, of kmdly pointing 
out any fault or failing which he may have 
observed in them, and, in general, of pro- 
moting God's kingdom and glory among 
men. Let him impress upon his sorrow- 
ing friends the serious lesson taught by a 
death-bed, that the care of the soul is 
indeed the one thing needful; that ^Vto 
fear Grod and keep his commandments, is 
not only the whole duty *'," but the truest 
interest, ** of man;" is that, which through 
faith in the atonement of Christ, will be 
effectual in bringing him peace at the last. 

^ Eccles. xii. 13. 
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And very earnestly and diligently should: 
we endeavour in sickness, to fix such im- 
pressions of religion vividly upon our own 
souls^ and to preserve ourselves in a spi- 
ritual frame of mind. More and more 
must we strive to set both our thoughts 
and "our affections on things above, not 
on things on the earth," to fix our con- 
templations, not on those temporal things 
which are the objects of our bodily senses, 
but on those unseen things which are 
eternal. It may be difficult, even in sick- 
ness, to acquire this heavenly temper. 
The world, which we are just going to 
quit, wiU stiU continue to hang about us, 
and to clog and fetter the soul with its 
low cares and anxieties. But this superi- 
ority to the world, like all other Christian 
graces, must be sought for by earnest 
prayer to the Ahnighty. 

Though our " soul cleaveth to the dust" 
of this lower world, yet He can ** quicken 

c5 
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it according to his word/' He alone ca| 
effectually raise our soul and spirit to tk| 
contemplation of that blessed place from! 
which sorrow and sickness and death m^ 
for ever excluded, and into which m 
humbly hope to be admitted through the 
merits and atonement of his Son. 



Prayer for the sick. 

(Abridged from Spinckes's Sick Man Visited.) 

O LoRii our heavenly Father, who as thoa 
multipliest thy benefits upon mankind, dost 
likewise at other times send sickness and dis- 
eases for their correction and amendment, Com- 
fort and support us under all thy fatherly visit- 
ations. Sanctify them to us, that they may be 
the means of purifying our hearts and raising 
them to things above. Strengthen our weak 
and languishing souls; confirm all our good 
purposes and resolutions; and grant that the 
result of all may be glory to thee, and salvation 
to us thy unworthy servants, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 






SERMON III. 



CARE OF THE SICK. 



Matt. xxv. 86. 
/ was sick^ and ye visited me. 

Among the several offices of Christian 
charity, the performance or the neglect of 
which is represented by our Lord as influr 
encing the sentence to be passed on each 
of us at the day of judgment, we find a 
place assigned to attention to the wants 
and sufferings of the iaick. *' I was sick, 
and ye visited me/' 

The state of sickness has a just claim 
to compassion, in whatever rank of life, 
and in whatever outward circumstances, 
the sick man may be. If he is possessed 

c 6 
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of this world's riches, he certainly is «^ th 
bled by them to procure many 
comforts and accommodatiotis, and 
purchase the attendance and the servioei,l 
of which he stands in need. But his eas 
and comfort both of body and mind depend,^ 
very materially, upon the manner ia 
which that attendance and those services 
are fulfilled; and they may even have w 
inconsiderable influence upon his eternal 
welfare in the world to come. But wh«i 
poverty is added to sickness, the condi- 
tion of the sick person is often pitiable in- 
deed. Perhaps in the days of health he 
was, by constant labour, but jiist able to 
earn a bare subsistence for himself and 
family. But now sickness has put a stop 
to his earnings, and so far from being able 
to procure those httle additional comforts 
which his sickness requires, he is perhaps 
in want of the necessaries of life. 
The common feeUngs of our nature, 
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the sense of our own liability to the like 
calamity, unite with the precepts and the 
whole spirit of our holy religion in calling 
upon us to do what we can to minister to 
his comfort, 'to alleviate his sufferings, 
and to assuage his pain and uneasiness. 
The Scriptures teach us, that, as the Al- 
mighty " hath made of one blood all na- 
tions of men that dwell on the face of the 
whole earth*," so it is incumbent upon us 
to look upon all men as united to us by 
an intimate relationship, as our brethren ; 
consequently, we are called upon to en- 
deavour to sooth and comfort the afflicted 
soul, and not to hide ourselves from our 
own flesh''. And it is one of the marks, 
it is part of the character, of the true 
and genuine members of Christ's body, 
that " if one member suffer, all the mem- 
,bers suffer with it :" and the text assures 
that Christ considers the assistance 



B ■ Acts xvii. li 
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given to one of the sick members of his 
body, as given to himself. 

When a fellow creature is deprived by 
sickness of his natural strength and vi- 
gour, when his spirits are exhausted, and 
his mind perhaps enfeebled by want of 
rest, by lassitude and pain, when he is 
compelled to take up the complaint of 
Job and say, " Wearisome nights are ap- 
pointed to me: when I Ue down I say, 
When shall I arise and the night be 
gone?" and •' I am full of tossings to and 
fro imto the dawning of the day*," — 
when any one is in this state of sufffering, 
he has certainly a strong claim, not only 
to the pity, but to the active assistance of 
all those to whom his sufferings are made 
known. All should feel anxious to do 
what they can to reUeve, remove, or at 
least to lighten, his distress. Those who 
have little else to give, can often most 

' Job vii. 3, 4. 
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usefully give their personal assistance; 
and there are many ways, in which those 
who are affluent can minister to the wants 
of the necessitous sick; whom they may 
also cheer and Solace by occasionally com- 
ing to them, and kindly enquiring into 
the state and nature of their distresses: 
*' I was sick, and ye visited me." 

I trust that there is in aU classes, a con- 
siderable degree of attention to these of- 
fices of humanity and Christian charity. 
Many of the more affluent appear to be 
not only willing, but anxious to contribute 
to the relief of the sick poor. And it is 
often very gratifying, to see the readiness 
of the poor themselves, to assist each other 
in such times of distress and suffering, by 
personal attendance, and by doing for their 
sick neighbours many Uttle household -of- 
fices, of essential importance to their ac- 
commodation and comfort. They feel, as 
they ought to feel, that they themselves 



are liable to be laid low, in the same 
manner, by disease, and are sensible how 
greatly they would then need the attention 
and kindness of others; and, in very many 
instances of this nature, seem disposed to 
do as in similar circumstances they would 
wish to be done by. 

These charitable attentions, however, 
should not be confined solely to the 6o- 
dily wants and sufferings of the sick. 
They should be extended also, where it 
can be done with prudence, to the wants 
and diseases of the soul. All, who are 
not totally destitute of religion, confess 
the health and welfare of the soul to be 
of infinitely greater consequence than the 
health of the body ; and in promoting the 
improvement and ultimate welfare of the 
so^l, the sickness of the body may often 
have a most salutary influence. Those 
who occasionally visit, or who wait upon, 
the sick, should embrace every favourable 
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opportunity of increasing such influence, 
of awakening and of strengthening reli- 
gious impressions. Certainly they should 
be careful not to say any thing unneces- 
sarily which may too much depress the 
spirits, or which, by producing any ap- 
proach to gloom or despondency, may 
render the sickness more severe, and re- 
taxd or render improbable the recovery of 
bodily health. But still the mind of the 
sick man should be gently turned as much 
as possible to religious subjects, and to 
those unseen things which are eternal. 
The time of sickness is a natxu^ and titting 
time for serious thought. " In the time 
of adversity consider." The sick man 
should be affectionately admonished by 
those about him, to occupy his mind in 
serious meditation, to " coifimune with 
his own heart," to "search and try his 
ways;" to look back upon his past life, 
and the general temper of his soul, and to 
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compare them impartially with the rule of 
God's comnmndments. He should be 
kindly advised to examine himself, * * whe- 
ther he be in the faith," to reflect se- 
riously whether he really believes those 
articles of faith which he professes to be- 
lieve, and whether his conduct has hitherto 
been answerable to such a holy profes- 
sion. 

Generally speaking, it will be right for 
those who are in attendance on a sick 
man, to encourage him to request the 
presence and the prayers of the minister 
of the parish in which he resides. *' Is 
any man sick among you," says St. 
James, ** let him call for the elders of the 
church, and let them pray over him**.? 
And his pastoral exhortations and admo- 
nitions should, during his absence, be se- 
conded by the friends and attendants of 
the sick person ; they should be brought 

** James v. 14. 
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back by them to his recollection, and gen- 
tly and affectionately impressed upon his 
conscience. 

The religious advice and instruction of 
the minister of Christ derive weight fipom 
his. holy office ; but those who are usually 
— ^who are almost continually — ^in the pre- 
sence of the sick man, have the advantage 
of watching the most favourable, oppor^ 
tunities for speaking of tho^e things which, 
relate to his everlasting peace, for sug- 
gesting such subjects of meditation as may 
be most useful to. him. And they may 
materially assist and direct such medita-. 
tions and reflexions, by offering to read 
some chosen portions of the Scriptures, 
and of other reUgipiis books. With re- 
spect to the selection of such passages 
of Scripture, and the choice of religiqus 
books, they will, generally speaking, do 
well to ask the advice of him who is ap- 
pointed to minister to them, in things per- 
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taining to God. Many of the Psalms 
the seven penitential Psahns* in part 
cular — are excellently calculated for pe-l 
rusal by a sick bed. Such portions oi 
Scripture as contain the fullest statem^it 
of the several parts or branches of the 
Christian character — of Christian holiness 
— ^wiU be useful in assisting the sick per- 
son in the work of self-examination, in 
judging of his spiritual condition, and in 
bringing him to self-humiUation and reli- 
gious contrition of spirit. The sermon cm 
the mount, for instance ; the 12th, 13th, 
and 14th chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans; the 13th of the first to the Co- 
rinthians ; and the Epistles to the Ephe- 
sians and to the Colossians, are well stiited 
for this purpose. 

If by hearing and attending to such of 
similar portions of the word of God, or 
by any other means, rendered effectual by 

* Ps. ▼!• xxxii. xxxviii. li. cii. cxxx. cxliii. 
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that Spirit part of whose office it is to 
convince the world of sin, the sick man is 
brought to an humble and contrite ac- 
knowledgment of his sinfulness in the 
sight of God, it will be expedient to have 
recourse to such passages as set forth in 
the plainest manner the mercy of God 
through Christ, and the atonement made 
for sin by the death of the Redeemer ; — 
such, for instance, as the fifty-third chap- 
ter of Isaiah, and the many passages, 
speaking the same language, which occur 
in the writings of the New Testament, in 
the Gospel and Epistles of St. John espe- 
cially, and in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
The friends and attendants of the sick, 
in all their ministrations, with a view ei- 
ther to the comparative ease and comfort 
of his body, or to the eternal well-being 
of his soul, will often, it is probable, be 
called to the exercise of much patience 
and gentleness towards the afflicted object 
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of their care. They must be prepared to 
meet with occasional instances of fretful- 
ness and irritabiUty. The mieasiness and 
pain which are suffered by the sick man 
may often affect and sour his temper, and 
the mind, perhaps, is enfeebled by the 
disease of the body, and rendered less 
able to check and control either the feel- 
ing or the expression of peevishness and 
ill-humour. For such marks of irritation 
their attendants and friends must make 
every possible allowance. They should 
endeavour to bear with them in such 
manner as an indulgent parent bears with 
the fretfulness of a firoward child. They 
certainly will do well gently to correct 
them, and affectionately to admonish the 
sick sufferer to shew more command of 
himself, to be more mindful of his obliga- 
tion to the duties of patience and resigna- 
tion, the peculiar duties of a sick bed. 
But if he still gives way to them, they 
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I must attribute them not to the sick man 
t himself , but to the sickness which preys 
i upon him, and leads him to give vent to 
emotions, — to say and do that,— of which, 
in a state of health and the full exercise 
of his reason, he would himself disapprove. 
They should consider how Uable, if in the 
same state of suflfering, they might them- 
selves be to similar expressions of fretful- 
ness and impatience, and should endea- 
vour to meet them with gentleness and 
kindness, and the manifestation of real 
sympathy. 

To the performance of these, and the 
like oflBices of kindness toward the sick, 
we are called, as I have already observed, 
by the common feelings of our nature, by 
the conviction that we are ourselves liable 
to similar suflferings, and by the precepts 
and the whole spirit of the Christian reli- 
gion. And for our encouragement we 
should remember the gracious declaration 



48 Care of the sick. 

of our Lord in the chapter from which the 
text is taken : " Verily I say unto you, 
Forasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me." 



The Prayer. 

O MOST gracious Grod, who by thy Son Jesus 
Christ hast knit us all together in one body, 
that we should love one another, and if one 
member suffers, all the members should sufiier 
with it, give us at all times a compassionate 
feeling for the sufferings of the sick and af- 
flicted. Make us ready to afford them that 
assistance which we should wish for ourselves 
if we were in their situation ; and do thou bless 
our weak endeavours for their good, both in 
body and soul, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



SERMON IV. 



BECOVERY FROM SICKNESS. 



Psalm cxviii. 18. 

The Lord hath chastened and corrected me, but 

he hath not given me over tmto death. 

It is the direction of the apostle, that 
" in every thing" we should ' ' give thanks," 
— thai we should endeavour to maintain in 
our hearts a constant feeling of religious 
gratitude, — and should be ready to express 

(such gratitude with our lips. There are 
perhaps lew occasions in our mortal life, 
which call upon us more powerfully lor 
such feeling and such expression of thank- 
fulness, than the recovery of health after 
L a serious and dangerous sickness. 

L 
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Many of us, my friends, — perhaps most 
of us, — ^have experienced in the time past 
of our life some such cause for thankful- 
ness. Many of us, at some period or 
other, have been visited by disease, or 
have met with accidents endangering bfe, 
and have by God's providence been re- 
stored again to health, and to the renewal 
of our accustomed strength. 

The change from a state of debility, 
languor, uneasiness, and pain, to a state 
of health, and vigour, and comparativ* 
enjoyment ; the return to the active occit 
patious and amusements of Ufe, instead of 
the wearisome sameness of a sick bed, 
come home to the feehngs of every one, 
and of themselves inspire a sensation of 
thankfulness. And the cause for thank- 
fulness is inexpressibly increased, if the 
sickness found us in a state ill prepared 
for going hence, and gave us, during its 
continuance, but little opportunity 
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any effectual preparation for that 

^dfemn account which we must one day 

^pre* Peihaps onr temporal aSairs, wh^i 

iky disease we were prevented firom attend- 

ttg to them, were in a state of confusion 

disorder, which, if the sickness had 

terminated in death, would have occa- 

brjBioned very great annoyance and vexation 

to the friends we should have left behind 

druB; reflexion on which would have dis- 

n quieted us at our latter end. But this 

p would have been as nothing compared to 

in the awful danger, — or rather the more 

sA than danger, the dreadful certainty, --of 

i\ destruction, to which we should have been 

y exposed, if the sickness had found us, and 

3 carried us hence, altogether unfit and un^ 

I prepared to meet our God and judge. If 

this would have been the case with us, we 

have indeed infinite cause for thankful-' 

ness to the Giver of all good things, for 

" not having given us over unto death'* 

n2 
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eternal, for having granted to us a lot 
space for repentance, and an opportui 
of working out our salvation through 
in the merits of our Redeemer. 

It is probable that the sickness 
has been the means of inducing us to 
both this world and the text in the 
point of view, and of bringing ue to enl 
tain correct notions of reUgion. It made 
us feel the uncertain and unsatisfacton' 
nature of earthly enjoyments, and con- 
vinced us that the care of the soul is the 
one thing needful, and the neglect of it 
the most miserable folly. When God 
chastens us, he " chastens us for our 
proiit, that we may be partakers of his 
hoUneas," If the chastening of sickness 
has mduced us in good earnest to renounce 
and forsake our sins , and to endeavour to 
acquire higher, and still higher, degrees of 
Christian holiness ; — if it has given us oc- 
casion to say with the Psalmist, " Beft 
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^•. 'was troubled I went wrong, but now 
^ "Slave I kept thy word :— It is good for me 
»**.t I have bL in trouble, Lt I may 
^ learn thy statutes*;''— if sickness has had 
•^^Ithis salutary effect upon us, we have in- 
^^deed caus6 for thankfalness, thankfulness 
^-Which may endure for ever and ever. 
^ If, now, We reaUy feel such emotions of 
^ gratitude in our bosom, if we really feel 
^ thankful to God for ** not having given us 
' over unto death" when "he chastened and 
corrected us" by sickness, it must be our 
wish and aideavour to make such return 
for his mercy as may be in our power. 
The language erf our hearts will be, " What 
reward shall I give unto the Lord for all 
the benefits that he hath done unto me ?" 
The proper answer is, ** I will receive the 
cup of salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord;" — I wiU embrace the salva- 
tion offered in the Gospel on the terms on 

•Ps.cxix. 67,71. 

d3 
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which it is offered, and ** call nponl^ ^^ 
name of the Lord" in earnest and 
prayer, for his assistance to enable mel 
comply with those terms* 

But though sudi may haire been M 
genuine impression, the sincere wish m 
intention, of our hearts, at the time ^| 
the remembrance of the sicdoieaB, and of' 
God's mercy in restoring n9 £rom it, ym 
firesh upon our minds, there is ahraji 
considerable danger kst these good im- 
pressions should grow faint and feeUe, 
and wear away, through the influence of 
time, and the cares, and business, and 
pleasures of this world. Let us take l^ed 
unto ourselves, my friends, that this be 
not our case. Be assured that it must be 
a dangerous thing to '* despise the chast- 
ening,*' or to neglect the warnings, of the 
Almighty. If we are not the better fidr 
them, it is greatly to be feared that we 
shall be the worse. If a man who imder 
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the correction of a sick bed has declared 
his resolution, if God would raise him up 
again, to forsake \m sins, and to walk in 
newTiess of life, upon his recovery forgets 
all his good resolutions, and holdly and 
presumptuously plunges into the same 
evil courses which he professed to have 
abandoned and given up, common reason 
and feeling will lead us to infer, that the 
last state of that man is worse than the 
first. And as his moral — his spiritual — 
condition is worse, so will his punish- 
ment, except he repent, be worse also. 
*' Behold thou art made whole, sin no 
more, lest a worse thing come unto thee." 
The being made whole, recovery from 
sickness, has a claim upon your gratitude. 
If neither the correction itself, nor thank- 
fulness for its removal, can induce you to 
amend your Ufe, the displeasure of God 
against you will be still farther increased. 
*' If ye will not yet for all this hearken unto 
d4 
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me, then I will punish you seven thni 
more for your sins'*/' Insensibility lwl| 
to God's chastening and to his mercy, rasj] 
provoke him to give us up, as irredaim-^ 
able, to a hardened heart, to a reprobate 1 
mind, of which the sad consequence mtst 
be utter destruction. ^^He tliat bdng 
often reproved hardeneth his neck^ shaft 
suddenly be destroyedi and that withodt 
femedyS" 

Let it be our care, my fiiendSi that we 
fall not into this condemnation. Let the 
fatherly correction of the Almighty^ and 
his goodness in restoring us again to 
health, in permitting us still to ccmtinuc 
*' in the land of the Uving,'* be both ol 
them instrumental in leading us to thorough 
amendment and reformation of life. Let 
US be diligent in carrying into effect all 
the good purposes and resolutions which 
we formed on the bed of sickness, at a 

*• Lev. xxvi. 18. ' Prov. xxix. 1. 
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time when it was doubtful whether the 
sickness would terminate in life or in 
death. 

One man, we will suppose for instance, 
during the serious reflexions occasioned 
by sickness, became thoroughly sensible 
of his foUy in having given way to sensuid 
indulgences, and resolved, in the event of 
the recovery of his health, to guard against 
drunkenness, as a sin most disgraceful in 
itself, most ruinous in its consequences, 
the fruitful parent of numberless other 
sins, and in every point of view most 
highly offensive in the sight of Gfod. Let 
not such a man, when his health has been 
mercifully restored, forget all his good re- 
solutions, and permit either the sohcita- 
tions of bad company, or the cravings of 
his own depraved appetite, to lead him 
again into the sin which he had forsaken. 

Another man has by sickness been made 
to feel the unsatisfactory nature of the 
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riches of this world, the pracsriowH^ 
certain tenure by wMc^ he holds tkol V 
and the consequent folly of eettiBgl^ ^ 
heart upon them. Let hhn not, 
the removal of the disease of his boi;,] 
suffer his mind in the sli^test degmj 
to relapse into the unwo|!j^||y^ gin of »' 
vetousnesB, w|dch is spoken' €i in Sci^ 
ture as being not only *^ the root of d 
evil," but absolute *' idolatry/' UMiamudi 
as it induces men to ''trust in imoo- 
tain riches/' instead of trusting in the liv- 
ing God, induces them to pay that service 
aad obedience to the world which are doe 
only to the Lord Almighty. 

Another, we will suppose, had, - when 
in health, fallen into the habit of n^lect- 
ing public worship, and the other duties 
of the Lord's day, having been led into 
such n^lect, either by the business of this 
life, and thinking such business df more 
importance than the ciure of his soul, or 
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by mere indolence and carelessness of dis- 
position. When sickness pressed heavily 
upon him, and the grave seemed ready 
to receive him, and the prospect of the 
day of judgment was strongly presented to 
his mind, he prohably blamed himself for 
his inattention to the pubUc duties of re- 
ligion, and lamented his being disabled by 
sickness from taking part in them. Per- 
haps he felt almost ready to adopt the 
pathetic complaint of David, and say, 
' Oh how amiable are thy dwelUngB, thou 
Lord of hosts ! my soul hath a desire and 
longing to enter into the courts of the 
Lord ; my heart and my flesh rejoice in 
the hving God. For one day in thy courts 
Ie better than a thousand. I had rather 
be a door-keeper hi the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness." 
If such in any degree were the sentiments 
and conviction of his heart, when laid 
upon the bed of sickness, let him not 
d6 
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forget them when restored to health. Lei 
him " be glad when they say unto him, 
We will go into the house of the Lord." 
In return " for all the benefits which God 
hath done unto him," let him " call upon 
the niime of the Lord," in public prayer, 
and gladly " pay his vows in the sight of 
all God's people, in the courts of the 
Lord's house." 

It very generally happens, that those 
who are visited by serious illness, — sup- 
posing them not to be quite destitute of alt 
religious principle, — have their attention 
strongly directed to that distinguishing or- 
dinance of Christianity, the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. However in the time 
past of their Ufe they may have habitually 
neglected this divine institution , and turned 
their backs on the Lord's table, yet in theso- 
lemn reflexions suggested by sickness, they 
shrink from the idea of going out of the 
world without having ever complied with 
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the dying injunction of a crucified Re- 
deemer. Their sickness too, it is pro- 
bable, has given favourable opportunities 
to their spiritual pastor, or to their friends, 
for explaining the nature of this ordinance, 
and for enforcing the ohhgation to par- 
take of it. The instruction thus given is 
very frequently attended with the desired 
effect. The sick man feels and expresses 
a strong desire to communicate, and gives 
good reason to hope that his faith and re- 
pentance are such, as to allow of his being 
admitted to this edifying and consolatory 
ordinance. But it too often happens, that 
when health has been restored, he forgets 
both the instructions that were given to 
him, and bis own serious impressions and 
good resolutions, and falls back into the 
same habitual neglect of the Lord's Sup- 
per, in which he lived before the sickness 
came upon him. Take heed, my friends, 
that this be not the case with you. In 




^^ oft 
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for all the benefits which God hath 
• unto us, — especially in "delivering 
souIb from death, and our feet from 
ig," — let U3 regularly and devoutly 
the cup of salvation" in the 
Lord's Supper, whenever we have oppor- 
tunity, particularly at the higher festivals 
of the Church, 

In every instance, in short, let ue en- 
.vour to shew our thankfulness to God 
restoring us to health, by constantly 
imembering, and endeavouring to act 
up to, alJ the good resolutions which we 
formed when lying on the bed of sickness. 
He has mercifully continued us in the 
land of the living : let us walk therein 
" before the Lord" with a constant sense of 
bis presence, and a constant view to his 
will, to his honour and glory. So shaU 
we have real cause to say, " It was good 
for us that we were afflicted ;" and so 
^all our " chastening," however * 
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ous" it might seem at the time, be made 
instramental in working for us * * the peace- 
able fruits of righteousness/' and *' a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory/' 



Thanksgiving on recovery from sickness. 

Most gracious and merciful God, to whom 
alone belong the issues of life and death, make 
us at all times truly thankful for the many deli- 
verances which thou hast vouchsafed to us, par- 
ticularly for restoring us from the sicknesses 
with which we have been visited. Thou hast 
chastened and corrected us, but hast not giv^n 
us over unto death. Grant that the sense of 
thy mercy may be always present to our minds; 
that it may induce us thoroughly to amend our 
lives, and to pass the remainder of our days in 
thy service and to thy glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
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Prov. xvi. 81. 

The hoary head is a crown of glory ^ if it be 
found in the way of righteousness. 

After his well-known exhortation to 
remember the Creator in the days of 
youth, the royal Preacher proceeds, '* while 
the evil days come not,'' nor the '* years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them*." By the evil daySy and 
the years wherein there is no pleasure^ it ap- 
pears that he means the time of old age, 
of the various infirmities of which portion, 

^ Eccles. xii. I. 
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of the life of man he proceeds to give a de- 
tailed, but highly figurative description \ 

^ * It may be well perhaps to add the whole of this 
picture of old age, together with one of the fullest 
explanations that have been given of it, 

* The Preacher (Ecdes. xL 2.) speaks of old age 
as a time, 

' 2. When the sun^ and the lights and the moon^ 
and the stars are darkened, and the clouds retwm 
after the rain; 

' 3. When the keepers of the house shall tremble^ 
and the strong men shall bow themselves, caul the 
grinders shall cease because they are few, and those 
that look out of the windows be darkened, 

* 4. And the doors shaU be shut in the streets when 
the sound of the grinding is hw^ and he shall rise tup 
at (he voice of the bird, and all the daughters «^ 
music sholl he brought low ; 

^ 5, Also when they shall be afraid of that which 
is high, and fear shall be in the way, and the abnond* 
tree shall flourish, and the grasshopper shall he a 
burden, and desire shall faU; because man goeth io 
his long home, and the mourners go about the streets: 

* 6. Or ever the silver cord be loosed, or the golden 
howl he broken^ or the pitcher be broken at the f&w^ 
tain, or the wheel broken at the cistern : 



The melancholy view which is taken 
' by the book of Ecclesiastes of human life 




* 7. Then tkatl the dust Teturrt to Ike earth as it 
; and Ike spirit shall return to God wlio gave it. 
' In old age the sun, and the moon, and tlie stars 
I are darkened: ihe superior powers, which rule in the 
[ 'body of man, as the heavenly luminaries do in the 
W 'world, the understanding and reason, the imi^ina- 
1 the memory are obscured, as when the 
I clouds interpose between ug ajid the lights of the 
firmament. In the earlier season of life, the clouds 
of affliction having poured down their rain, they 
pass away, and sunshine succeeds ; but now the 
chitds return after the rain; old age itself is a con- 
tinual sorrow, and there is no longer any hope of fair 
weather. The keepers of the house, the arms and 
hands, wiiich are made to guard and defend the 
body, begin to shako and tremble ; and the strong 
men, the shoulders, where the strength of the body 
is placed, and which were once able to carry every 
weight, begin to stoop and bow themselves; and the 
grinders, the teeth, begin to fall away, and cease to 
do their work because they are few. Also those that 
look out of the windouis are darkened; the eyes, 
those windows of the body, through which we look 
at all things abroad, as we look out from the n 
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Ind human pursuits, is taken of them as I 
jSnconnected with religion. Religion il | 
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dows ni a house, become dim ; and he that uses 
U as one that lookeCh out of a window in the nighi 
Then the doors are shut in the streets i difficuliia 
and obstructions attend all the passages of tbe bod}, 
and the digestion becomes weak when the grin^g 
u low. The youthful and healthy sleep aound: 

ged sleep with difEculty, and rise up at ikt 
of the bird; they are ready to leave iheir di»- 
turbed rest at the crowing of the cock. The daugh- 
ters of music are hroughl low ; the voice fails and 
becomes hoarse; the hearing is dull ; and the spirits, 
now less active than they used to be, are less affected 
by the poners of harmony. Old ag^ bein^ inactin 
and helpless, becomes afraid of that which it high: 
it is fearful of climbing, because it is la danger of 
falling; and being unfit to endure the hardness of 
fatigue, and the shocks of a rough journey, the /ear; 
which arc in the viaij discourage it from setting: out. 
Then the almond-tree fiowiahes ; the hair of the 
head becomes white, as the early almond -blossoms 
in the hard weather of the winter, before the snows 
have left tis ; and even the grasshopper becomes a 
bvrden ,- the legs, once light and nimble to leap, as 
4lie legs of that insect, and which used with ease to 
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le pursuit which above all others is 

orth attending to. It is that which can 

le weight of the whole bndy, are now become 

a burthen, and caa scarcely carry themselves: aod 

Trhea the faculties thus fail, the desire fails along 

with them, for nothing is desirable when nothing can 

: enjoyed. 

Such are the evil daj/s which come upon us when 
ir youth is past, and prepare the way for that la»i 
id greatest evil of our death, wheo man goelh to 
his long home, and tke mourners go about the streets 
lamenting his departure. Then (Ae si/yer cord, the 
nerves, n'hose coat is white and shining as a cord of 
■ilrer, is loosed, and no longer do their ofBce. The 
circulation of the blood stops at the heart, the fouo- 
taio of life, aa when a pitcher, which draws water, 
is broken at the well: or the watering wheel, circu- 
lating with its buckets, which it fdla and empties at 
the same time, is broken at the cistern. ThuH do the 
vital motions all cease io death; and the dust re- 
turns to the earth, to become such as it was, before 
man was made out of it; and his immortal Spirit 
returns unio Gad, the fountain of immortality, from 
whom it proceeded." See the " Book of Nature,'' by 
Jones of Nayland. See also King Solomon's Por- 
traicture of Old Age, by John Smith, M. D. first 



published in 167). 
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in great measure solve all the perplesdng 
difficulties, which suggest themselves on 
the contemplation of the hfe of man when 
not viewed in coimection with a future 
state, or examined hy the light which 
religion supplies. Old age, which in it- 
self may seem to he made up of weak- 
ness and infirmity, to he an evil time 
of gloom and sadness, of lahour and sor- 
row, becomes, when influenced by re- 
ligion, honourable, and amiable, and 
happy. '' The hoary head is a crown of 
glory, if it be foimd in the way of righte- 
ousness." 

Let us shortly consider some of the du- 
ties which peculiarly belong to this ad- 
vanced period of life, some of the features 
of character which are able to render old 
age honourable and lovely in the sight 
both of Grod and man. 

The foimdation of all must be firmly 
laid in deep principles of reUgion, in '^ re- 
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^pentance towards God, and faith in the 
a Lord Jesus Christ.'* 

■' To all men of every age, no enquiry 

i can be so interesting and so important, as 

f the enquiry into what ground, what reason, 

i they have for trusting that they have made 

I their peace with God, and that they may 

; entertain a strong though himible hope of 

J future happiness. But to the aged, ready 

as they are, in the ordinary course of na- 

: ture, to sink into the grave, it is of the 

very greatest consequence, that they should 

without a moment's delay, solenmly and 

seriously ask their own hearts, whether 

their repentance and their faith are such 

as to give them a well-grounded hope of 

acceptance with God through Christ. 

In looking back upon the long period 
which the divine forbearance has permitted 
them to pass through, they will find innu- 
merable omissions and neglects of duty, 
innumerable actual positive transgres- 
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ions, in thought, word, and deed, to 
IS and lament in the sight of God. Ali^ 
,en they take into account the numbei- 

aggravations with wliich their 
ive been accompanied, the many 
ings which they have disregarded, 
many mercies of which they have been 
immindfu], they must of necessity fed 
lost abundant cause for deep self-al 
lent, and for heartfelt penitential soi 
This humility and contrition of spirit 
lead them with much earnestness to im- 
plore the divine forgiveness, and to rest 
their hope of obtaining -it upon the atone- 
ment and mediation of the Redeemer, 
In the retrospect of their past Hfe, old 
■sons will also find great cause for thank- 
ftilness, and for acknowledgment of the 
goodness and forbearance of God. They 
should consider how many dangers they 
have escaped, how often they have by 
God's mercy been recovered from sick- 
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less, how often rescued from calamities 
which seemed just ready to come upon 
them ; — sickness and calamities, to which 
many of their neighbours and acquaint- 
ance have fallen victims, having been cut 
Off by them, perhaps in the very flower of 
Iheir E^e. Especially they should con- 
sider how often they have by God's good 
providence been preserved from tempta- 
tions to sin, to which they might have 
■weakly yielded, how their souls have been 
dehvered from the wiles of the great 
enemy, "like as a bird from the snare of 
the fowler;" and how mercifully such 
abundant space and opportunity have been 
given them for repentance, and for work- 
ing out the salvation of their souls through 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit. Re- 
flexion on the numberless instances in 
which they have thus experienced the 
goodness of God, when they might justly 
have been suffered to perish in their ini- 
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quities, should fill their bosoms with Atl ^ 
deepest emotions of gratitude ; shoold fr 
pose them to say, '^Praise the Lord, 0| 
my soul, and all that is within me pwl 
his holy name. Praise the Lord, mj' 
soul, and forget not all his benefits ; ivho 
forgiveth all thy sins, and healeth 
thine infirmities ; who saveth thy lifis £ram 
destruction, and crowneth thee with mercy 
and lovingkindness." 

The humility and the thankfulness ei- 
cited in the aged by the serious and deli- 
berate review of their past years, accom- 
panied with an humble reliance on the 
divine mercy, will naturally dispose them 
to avoid the infirmities of temper to whidi 
old age is exposed, and to fulfil the active 
duties which still remain to them. 

Humbly trusting that they are at peace 
with God, and at peace with all the world, 
a quiet calm will diffuse itself over their 
mind and manners. This wiU of course 



fififtu great measure check that fretftihiess, 
« swhieh is sometunes found ta accompany 
^old age. Increasing infirmities both of 
c::body and mind, attended, it may be, not 
'^ 4Maly with loss of many sources of enjoy- 
n^ment, but also with positive uneasiness 
^ and pain, have a natural tendency to irri- 
J; tate and sour the temper. This irritation 
will perhaps vent itself in expressions of 
impatience, and in peevishness of beha- 
viour. But where the mind and heart are 
governed by reUgious principles and re- 
ligious feelings, such fretfulness and im- 
patience will find no place^ or at least will 
be greatly moderated. Pain and infirmity 
will be meekly borne, as being designed 
by a merciful Creator, in the ordinary 
course of his providence, to exercise the 
graces of patience and resignation, and 
gradually to wean the heart from that 
world which it is so soon to leave. And 
certainly it is very desirable that the 

e2 
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thoughts and affections should be in some 
good measure detached and loosened frtm 
earthly things, before those things are for 
ever quitted. It is sad and painful to see 
' aged men, like aged trees/ becoming the 
more deeply rooted to the earth the longer 
they remain in it, and to think how bitter 
will be the pang when they are sunmioned 
to go hence, and how soon that sununons 
must come. The infirmities, consequently, 
which gradually loosen the hold of worldly 
things, are to be considered as sent in 
mercy, and are to be borne with cheerfbl 
resignation. When the bodily senses fail, 
and are no longer capable of drawing gra- 
tification from those things which formerly 
afforded it; when in such circumstances 
an old person has reason to adopt the lan- 
guage of aged Barzillai, — " Can I discern 
between good and evil ? Can I taste any 
more what I eat or what I drink? Can I hear 
any more the voice of singing men and 
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singing women?" — ^it is surely high time 
to wean the heart from earthly things, and 
to resign them without a murmur. 
. Rei^gnation towards God will be accom- 
panied by meekness and gentleness to- 
wardd man. Old persons under the in- 
fluence of these impressions of religion 
will avoid all harshness and moroseness of 
manner towards those about them. They 
will accept with cheerfulness and gratitude 
of the services which are rendered to them, 
and will endeavour to render the care and 
attendance, which their weakness and in- 
firmities require, as little irksome and 
burdensome as possible. 

Old persons are sometimes charged with 
envying to the young those pleasures and 
^oyments, in which they themselves can 
no longer partake, and of becoming in 
consequence harsh and censorious in their 
judgments^ eager to find fault, and dis- 
posed to represent the behaviour of others 

b3 



78 Old age. 

in an unfavourable point of view. This 
certainly is sometimes the case, but the 
faiUng is by no means general, and very 
many old people are to be met with, who 
from various motives and feelings, are dis- 
posed to jwomote, rather than to check, 
what they think the innocent pleasures of 
youth. Let them beware, liowever, Aat 
they do not fall into any levity of be- 
haviour or of language, unbecoming their 
years ; and let them take heed that they 
be not induced, by a mistaken good na- 
ture, or by easiness of disposition, to 
give any countenance or sanction to any 
supposed pleasure or enjoyment which 
is inconsistent with Christian soberness 
or Christian purity. Tlie aged man who 
is under the influence of genuine re- 
ligious principle, will perhaps see danger 
in many smiusements in which the gay and 
thoughtless see none, and will affec- 
tionately warn agamst such dangers those 
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young people over whom he has any in- 
fluence. 

It is right, it is part of the proper duty 
of old people, to give the benefit of their 
long experience to those who are younger 
than themsdves, and to caution them 
against the various trials and dangers which 
they have themselves passed through ; 
have passed through, it may be, without 
stain or reproach; or it may be, not 
without fallings of which they now deeply 
repent. All will assent to the truth of 
the maxim of Elihu ; '' I said, days should 
speak, and multitude of years should 
teach wisdom ;" and St. Paul reminds us 
that old people should be '* teachers of 
good things." They should take every 
favourable opportunity in their power of 
recommending and increasing real prac- 
tical religion, and thus of promoting God's 
glory upon earth. As the result of their 
own observation and long experience, they 

E 4 
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should endeavour to persuade' those over 
whom they have any influence, the younger 
and inexperienced more especially, that the 
ways of religion are indeed *^way8 rf 
pleasantness, and that all her paths are 
peace;" that the fear of God and the ke^ 
ing of his coiD[miandments is . the only 
course that can bring a man peace at the 
last. 

But the chief and most constant em' 
ployment of the aged, should be in: all the 
exercises of fervent piety towards God. 
They should be often engaged in earnest 
prayer and suppUcation, confessing their 
ibrmer sins, giving thanks for their many 
mercies and' 'deliverances, and imploring 
the continuance of God's protection, ^an^ 
of the assistance of his Spirit. While their 
strength permits it, they will regularly 
take every opportunity of joining in the 
puUic worship of the church, will be con- 
stant and devout attendants in ' ' the courts 
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of the Lord's house/' It was in the tem- 
ple of God that the aged Suneon set his 
eyes on the promised Messiah, — *' the 
Lord's Christ," — and received the know- 
ledge of his " salvation/' And of the aged 
Anna we are told, that she ^' departed not 
from the temple, but served God, with 
fastings and prayers, night and day**." 

And while they make a point of resort- 
ing to the house of the Lord **with the 
multitude that keep holyday," of paying 
''their vows, and calling upon the name 
of the Lord in the courts of the Lord's 
house," they should never miss an oppor- 
tunity of joining in the most solemn or- 
dinance of reUgion, of ** receiving the cup 
of salvation" in the Lord's Supper. 

And when increasing infirmity prevents 
them from taking part in the public ordi- 
nancesof religion, they must be moreespeci- 
ally regular and earnest in all the exercises 

* Luke ii. 27, 37. 

b5 
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of private devotion. Tliey must fervently 
implore the continued protection and as- 
sistance of God, and say in the words of 
the Psabnist, *' Cast me not away in time 
of age, forsake me not when my strength 
faileth me. — ^Forsake me not in my old 
age, when I am grey headed, until I hare 
shewed thy strength unto this generation, 
and thy power unto all them that are yet 
for to come*^." 

Being thus found in the ways of righte- 
ousness, heing occupied in this manner, 
in the exercise of piety and devotion to- 
wards God, and of goodwill and brotherly 
kindness towards man, ''the hoary head 
is indeed a crown of glory." Humbly 
relying on the mercy of God, the aged 
person may say with Job, " All the days 
of my appointed time will I wait, till my 
change come." And when the appointed 
day does arrive, on which the body must 

* Psalm Ixxi. 
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lie down in the earth, out of which it was 
taken, and the spirit return to God who 
gave it, he shall come to his grave in a 
full age, like as a shock of com cometh in 
his season. 

BtTt IN THE GRAVE HJB WILL NOT REMAIN. 

A day is coming, ** when aU that are in 
the grave shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and shall come forth. ^' Then 
those aged Christians, who, dying in the 
faith, and in the ways of righteousness, sank 
down to the grave with all the feebleness, 
decrepitude, and pain, which are the usual 
attendants on old age, shall rise again in 
all the vigour and freshness of youth ; and 
their hoary hairs, which were to them 
here a crown of glory, shall be exchanged 
for a crown of glory that fadeth not away, 
eternal in the heavens. 
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A Prayer for an a^ed person. 

(From Peers's Companion for the Aged.) 

I ADOEE thee, O Lord of life and gloiy, who 
art from everlasting to everlasting^ beseediing 
thee to look graciously upon me thy serrant, 
whose hope is only in thine infinite men^, bj 
which my life hath been prolonged to old age, 
and which is able to make me eternally, blessed. 

Give me, O Lord, a sure and stedfast hope 
in the Lord Jesus, which alone can support and 
strengthen my heart, when all the comforts of 
this life fail me; and make me thankfully re* 
member all those blessings, which, through the 
wh(de course of my life, from time to time, 
thou hast bestowed upon me. Help me, 
God, always to comfort myself, now that the 
days are come wherdn I have comparatively 
little pleasure, with the constant remembrance 
of thy past mercies, and the hope of thy endless 
love in another world ; and the more my out- 
ward senses decay, quicken and increase mj 
inward sense of those good things which thou 
hast laid up for them that love thee. 
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Preserve me, O Lord, from all those passions 
to which age and infinnitiea are more especially 
exposed; make me an example to others of 
holiness and patience; that so I may be a 
teacher of good things, and my hoary head may 
be a crown of glory, being found in the ways of 
righteousness. 

Pardon me, O Lord, for the neglect of all the 
improvements which I might have made of my 
time and experience ; pardon all my negligencus 
and offences, and fill my heart with such a 
comfortable sense of thy mercy, that I may not 
sink under the burden of age, but rejoice in 
thee as long as I hve; and at last lay myself 
down to rest in pence, till I shall he raised to 
glory, honour, and immortality, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Read Psalms li. Ixxi. and xc. 
See Peers's Companion for the Aged, pub- 
lished by Messrs. Hivington, price Is. 3d. or 
5d. to members of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge. See also Brewster's Me- 
ditations for the Aged. 
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SERMON VI. 



DEATH. 



Psalm xxiii. 4. 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of deathy I wiU fear no evU: for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

Few men can think of the tune, when 
they must ' ' pass through the valley of the 
shadow of death," without feeUng a de- 
gree of awe, perhaps of melancholy and of 
dread. And, certainly, there is some- 
thing very solemn and striking, in the 
reflexion upon the change which will take 
place when we shall hid a last adieu to all 
our earthly connexions, all our earthly 
possessions, when the soul shall be sepa- 
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rated from the body, when the body shaft 
return to the earth out of which it wa 
taken, and the spirit shall go to God vtn 
gave it. 

A certain degree of dread of death is 
natural to man, and seems to have b«E 
implanted in us for wise and useful pur- 
poses. For, but for the dread of death 
men would often be too careless of the 
preservation of their life, especially at 
those times when they are visited by ca- 
lamity, when oppressed by grievous bodily 
pains ; and still more, when vexed by an- 
guish of the spirit, by the bitterness of a 
wounded and troubled mind. Even under 
such circumstances, death can seldom be 
looked on without some degree of appre- 
hension. * 
But as death can not be avoided, Init 
must at some time or other be encoun- 
tered by every one of us, it is desirable 
that we should not be too much cast 
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^■'^^ijwn, either by the contemplation, or by 
c::^'# actual approach of it, but should be 
,^^.i}Ie either to welcome it as a friend, or at 
last to meet it with fortitude and calm- 
if jess. This we shall be enabled to do if 
:> jre have reason to trust that we have 
Qg^aade (Jur peace with God, and may ven- 
^ bare to look up to Him as our protector 
g^oid our friend. We thus shall be able to 
pf^ imitate the faith and trust of the Psalmist, 
.-^ and exultingly, though humbly, to ex- 
n^ claim with him, '* Yea, though I walk 
^/» through e the / valley of. the shadow, of 
death, I will fear no evil ; for thou art 
with me ; thy rod and thy staff comfort 
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me." 



In order that this solemn subject may 
be the more deeply impressed upon our 
minds and memories, let us shortly con- 
sider what it is that men are afraid of in 
death, and what remedies for such fear 
are suppUed by reUgion, to those, who 
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humbly place their trust and their hope in 
God. 

And, first, there is, as I just now re- 
marked, something very awftd in the se- 
paration of soul and body ; in the thought 
that our body, which now that it is warm 
and animated, we can hardly help looking 
upon as being oiu* very self, will shortly 
after that separation become a lifeless, 
senseless clod, a foul mass of oormption 
and rottenness, and in a Uttle while re-, 
turn again to the earth out of which it 
was originally created. But we should 
consider that there is nothing strange cnt 
unconmion in this. It is what we are afl 
bom to, what we are all led to expect and 
look forward to, as the siu*e and necessary 
term to which we are hastening. * * Death 
passed upon all men;" — *' It is appointed 
unto all men once to die." But if we con- 
sider by whom it was so appointed, if we re- 
flect that this appointment was made by a 
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Being who is infinite in wisdom, goodness, 
and mercy, we may well feel satisfied that 
it is not an appointment which we have 
any reason to contemplate with abhor- 
rence or dread. If we fear and love God, 
he will make all things, even death itself, 
work together for our good. 

If we were the only persons in the 
World exposed to death, we might natu- 
rally look upon it with terror, as upon some 
strange andunknown thing that was to hap- 
pen to us. But it is the way appointed 
' * for all Uving. " ' ' Fear not the sentence of 
death ;" says the son of Sirach, *' remember 
them that have been before thee and that 
come after ; for this is the sentence of the 
Lord over all flesh. And why art thou 
against the pleasure of the Most High ?" 
It is a way that has been trodden by all 
who Uved before us, by all the servants 
and saints of God, Enoch and Ehjah alone 
excepted ; ^' Abraham is dead, and the 
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prophets are dead." Many of our i 
acquaintance, many it may be of our 
dearest fiiends and relatioiis, have pa 
before us through the valley of the 
dow of death, and why should we fei 
follow in the path which they have 
den? The same divine mercy and 
tection, the same rod and staff, y 
supported and comforted them who 
died in the faith and fear of God, is i 
to suppprt and comfort us also, if 
through God's grace, are partakei 
their faith and patience. 

The mere bodily pain of dying is 
few men wiU own themselves to be i 
of Indeed, the pain which attend^ 
separation of soul and body is in i 
cases so sUght as not to be percepi 
With many it is nothing more than 
etly falling into a deep sleep, from w 
they do not again awake in this w 
Many, whose bodies have been weak 



' id worn out by sickness or infirmity, to 
^^om life perhaps has become a burden, 
^tk<d who in the wearisomeness of their 
^leart " long for death," at length gradu- 
ally cease to breathe, and descend into the 
*dftrk valley of the shadow of death, almost 
fVfcrithout being aware of. 
^'' Sometimes, no doubt, the pangs of 

*^ death are painfiil and severe ; but when 

-J. 

"^' acute, they generally are soon over ; and 

^ probably very often are not sharper than 
^ what most men have endured, — ^perhaps 
repeatedly endured, — at some period of 
their life. And however severe they may 
be, yet we know that they will be as no- 
thing to those, who' are actuated by a 
lively faith in their Creator and their Re- 
deemer, and by a firm reliance upon their 
protection and support. We know that 
the Christian martyrs in the first ages of 
the Church, and those who more than two 
hundred and fifty years ago in our own 
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country suffered martyrdom for theM&ii 
faith of the Gospel, encountered dea&il p 
its most painiul shape, not only with «| ii 
shrinking fortitude, but with cheei 
and rejoicing. Many of tiiem were »] 
abled to rest their faith so stedfastly i^] 
the Captain of their salvation who wi 
made perfect through suffering, and to & 
their minds so intently upon the gl(»5 
which awaited them, that they seemed, ab- 
solutely, hardly to feel the excruciating 
tortures, to which their bodies were ex* 
posed ; they felt that their light affliction^ 
which would endure comparatively but fof 
a moment, was working out for them a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. And we, when visited with sick- 
ness and suffering, and especially when 
we apprehend that we are now about to 
walk '* through the valley of the shadow 
of death," must endeavour to *' look unto 
Jesus, the Author and fisher of the 
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° ^th," must meditate on the excruciating 
^fniaiii) the agonizing death, which he wiU- 
a^ogly underwent for our sakes, and must 
obrefleet that * ' for the joy" of our salvation 
:ia7* which was set before him, he despised 
<2^jthe cross, and endured both the shame" 
n And the pain of that accursed death. 
■^i Some men, again, who are possessed of 
lithe riches of this world in • abundance, are 
!« pained by the thought, that of all these 
-^ possessions death will deprive them. — 
If They can ' ' take nothing away with them 
^ when they die, neither can their pomp 
follow them." '' Oh death," says the son 
of Sirach, ''how bitter is the remem- 
brance of thee to a man that Uveth at rest 
in his possessions, unto the man that hath 
nothing to vex him, and that hath prospe- 
rity in all things !" 

But from this regret, from this pain 
and vexation, we shall be secured, if we 
have practically learnt the lesson of the 
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Gospel, and embraced the truth as it ism 
Jesus. From that, and from the 
ance of the Spirit, we shall have acqairei' 
the hahit of looking upon the riches ci 
this world as a short-lived possession, ra- 
trusted to us only for a time ; we shall 
have learnt, not to set our heari:s upon 
them, hut to endeavour to " lay up for 
ourselves treasures in heaven," to proride 
ourselves there with " bags that wax ntrt 
old." We shall have accustomed oar- 
selves often to remember " that the fe- 
shion of this world passeth away," and 
that the tilings of the world " perish in 
the using." 

But, though we raay learn to part with 
our worldly possessions without a pang, 
yet, it must be acknowledged, there is 
something melancholy in the idea, that 
those who go down to the valley of ^ 
shadow of death, are separated from be- 
loved relations and friends, dear to 
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their own soul. It is painful, very 
f»ainful, to bid a last adieu, to take a last 
look at diose, with whom vie have been 
Huiited by the ties of mutual affection, 
((fho have been endeared to us by oura- 
lerleSB acts of kindness, with whom per- 
laps we " haVe waik^ in the house ol 
iGod as friends." But even under this 
kind of sorrow, occasioned by the passing 
through the dark valley, the staff of God. 
the consolations of reUgion, will support 
and comfort us. If we leave behind us 
our eartldy friends, yet, if we die in the 
Jaith of Christ, we are assured that we 
have a friend and a Father in heaven. 
iWe are going to join " the general as- 
sembly and Church of the lirst-bom, and 
Christ the Judge of all, and the spirits oi 
just men made perfect." We are gomg 
to meet those of our own deai' friends, 
who have died before us in the tear oi' 
iSod ; and have reason to trust, that 
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in a little while we shall be joined by 
those true servants of God whom we 
leave behind. For '^ if Christ both died 
and rose again, then also those that 
sleep in Jesus, shall God bring with 
him." 

The only real object of dread, the only 
real cause for apprehension in death, is to 
be found in what comes after death, to 
those who are unprq)ared for it. For it 
is not only '^ appointed unto men once to 
die," but after death will come the judg- 
ment ; and that judgment will fix tbe im^' 
penitent and unbeUeving sinner in a state 
of never^dmg misery. However care- 
less and indifferent men may be about 
dying, yet to be careless and indifiermt 
about tiie fiiture consequence of death, 
can proceed only from unbelief said hard- 
ness of heart the most deplorable. *• Tbt 
sting," the only real sting, ''of deatli is 
sin ;" but of that sting death lias been dis- 
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armed by the dying and rising again of 
the Son of God. 

By the Gospel dispensation death is 
swallowed up in victory. Christ hath tri- 
umphed 0¥er death, and through death 
destroyed him that had the power of 
death. . If yire have a Uvely faith in his 
atonem^[it and mediation, and endeavour 
with hearty repentance and true faith to 
tvim unto God, we need be under no ap* 
prehension from the great and last enemy. 

" Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, immovable, almost abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know . that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord/' Be firm and stedfast in Chris- 
tian faith, and Christian hope; and Christ 
fian obedience. Hmn% confess and be- 
wail before God the manifold sins and 
failings of your past life. Earnestly im- 
plore the help, pfGpd's Spirit^ and, relyr 
Mppp th^t help, endeavour to deny 

f2 
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ungodliness and worldly lusts', and to live 
soberly, righteously, and . godly, in this 
present world. 

Thus will you travel the journey of life 
under the protection of the Most High, 
and thus, when you come at length, as 
come you must, to pass through the valley 
of' the shadow of death, you need fear no 
evil, for God will be with you, his rod and 
his staflF will comfort you. 



Prayer for a holy and happy death, 

O MERCIFUL God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in whom whosoever belijeveth shall 
live, though he die ; we ntieekly beseech thee to 
raise us from the death of sin to the Ufe of 
righteousness* Give us such unfeigned repent- 
ance for all the sins and errors of our life piGst, 
and such stedfast faith in thy Son Jesus, that 
our sins may be done away by thy mercy, and 
our pardon' sealed in heaven, before. We ^go 
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hence and be no more seen. Do thou support 
and comfort us in our passage through the 
valley of the shadow of death, and raise us up 
again to a joyful resurrection, for his merits 
who died and rose again for us, thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SERMON VII. 



REGULATION OF SORROW FOR THE DEATH OF 

FRIENDS* 



1 Thess, iv. 13, 14. 

/ would not have, you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope. 

For if we believe that Jesus died and ro^ again, 
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring unth him. 

Among the many and various calami- 
ties to which we are eiqposed during our 
pUgrimage on earth, Ihere axe few which 
affect the heart more deeply, or more 
painfully, than the death of near relations 
and friends. 

When some object of affection with 

F 4 
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whom we have been connected by tk 
closest ties of nature or of ^choice, and 

• • • * • • 

who has been dear to us as our own soul, 
is carried to the grave, and the sad con- 
viction is forced upon us that. we have bid 
the last farewellv that we shall meet no 
more in the land of the Uving, an ^.intense 
anguish natOTally takes possession of the 
heart. . We feel an aching void, a sense 
of loss and desolation, which for a time 
nothing on earth can fill up, and which 
throws a sort of gloom upon every thing 
aroimd us. Such sorrow is natural to us, 
and is the natural consequence of the feel- 
ings of tenderness and attachment which 

... • » 

were implanted in us by the Author of 

our -. nature, Bsxd > which^> when rightly 

^f>laoed and propCTly cultivated,, form of 

"^hat natiu^ one of the fairest and most 

valuable ornaments. Sorrow ou such oc- 

casions, when kept under due control, is 

: so far ^rom being contrary to the Chris- 
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^ tian religicm, that it is by religion rather 

^ sanctioned and encouraged. It springs 

^ from natural affection ; and the want of 

'2 i^atural affection is spoken of in Scripture* 

t: as one of the marks of the lowest corrup- 

[ tion of character and of manners. 

2i We «ead, accordingly, that such sor- 

K. row was felt and manifested by some of 

I the most distinguished servants of the 

Most High; — ^by Abraham the friend of 

God at the funeral of Sarah ; by Joseph at 

the interment of his father ; by David on 

the death of his chosen fnend Jonathan. 

The ^* devout men who carried Stephen 

to his burial, niade great lamentation for 

him ;" and our blessed Lord himself is 

repeatedly recorded to have wept. And 

though on other occasions the tears of our 

compassionate Redeemer were called forth^ 

by the bard-heartedness of his country^ 

men, and the foreknowledge of the de-^ 

* Rom. i. 3L \ 

F 5 . 
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^traction which coniiequently awaited 
Hiem, yet those which he shed at the 
death of Lazarus, appear to haire pro- 
eeeded—at leaiat in sotiae degree-^from 
huiiian affection; and from a tenderness of 
hearty which induced him to sympathize 
with his sorrowing fiietids, to ** wieep with 
those that wept/' 

But though sorrow— deejp sorrow aaoA 
iBUiguish of heart-^-may he lawftilly fttt 
arid fexpressed by Christians ti^Kxi- the 
deatii of those that Were dear to them, 
yfet sorrow, like aU the othfer pasftioite and 
^iflfectibns C)f bur nature, requii^ to be 
kept within its prefer bounds^ Every 
merciful allowance will, Ho ddubt^ Me 
made by Him who knoweth oirr wMk^- 
ness^ and was himself touched with the 
feeling df our infirmities, for thds^, wto 
though they strive arid pray agidmelt itf- 
jfli^tion, are yet mastered by it, and Mr- 
tied by it to some degree of excess : but 
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it catmot be demed that sorrow, when eir 
ther in degree, or in duration, it passes 
the limits prescribed by reason, can hardly 
be deemed consist^it either with the faith 
or with the duty of a Christian. Such 
excessive sorrow seems to imply a degree 
of unbelief, both in the goodness, and the 
providence, and the mercy of God, and 
also in the hopes and promises of the 
GospeL The Apostle in the text ca^itions 
us« not against sorrowing at aUj but against 
sorrowing like those wh>o have no hope^ 
If we really beUeve what we profess to 
believe, we have a glorious hope set before 
U8« both for ourselves and for those friends 
who have departed this life in the faith 
and fear of GtMi. For we profess to be- 
lieve in the forgiveness of sms^ in the resur^ 
recdon of the body, and the life ev&rlasting,. 
How then shall we give way to overmuch 
sorrow, such as we might have felt if 
there was no prospect beyond the grave ? 

F 6 
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- WhML we grieve for departed friends^ a 
sort of pity for them is apt to mingle 
itself with our regret. We oftentimes 
seem to feel, and to express ourselves yfhm 
speaking of them, >as if they bad sufiered 
some harm or loss in^ being taken out of 
this world. This: proceeds froni our not 
being sufficiently actuated by a living prin- 
ciple of faith. K we have reasonable 
ground for an humble trust that our de- 
parted fidcnds have, according to the ex- 
pression of Scripture, fallen asleep in 
Christ,' we must be sensiUe that death, 
instead of occasioning any harm or loss 
to them, has been to them the greatest 
gain. '* Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord. Even so saith the Spirit, 
for they rest from their labours." They 
have '* entered into peace." We should 
consider them as having now become glo- 
rified spirits, a^d should think of them 
with fe^Ungs; — ^not so much of pity and 
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ommiseration, — as oi' humble exultation 
kand thanktiilness. For *,' if we believe 
Mthat Jesus died and rose again, even 8U 
t them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
a bring with him." If" we really believe this, 
■fe grieve not on their account, but on 
■ own ; we lament the loss which we 
bave ourselves sustained, in being de- 
prived of their society, and our sorrow is 
merely selfish. But sorrow which termi- 
Inates in self certainly ought not to be 
learned to any excessive height. 

If we have been even moderately in- 
structed in the lessons, not of religion 
only, but of common wisdom and ex- 
perience, we must have leamt, that all 
earthly blessings are lent to us but for a 
time, and are most uncertain in their con- 
tinuance. If we think at all, we cannot 
but feel and know, that all eailhly joys, 
all earthly connexions and endearments, 
can at the longest endure but a httle 
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while^ and are liable to be broken dom 
at any moment We must be cai«ful not 
to set our hearts tq)on them, — even iqxn 
the best and dearest of the]ii,-*-in such 
manner, as if their continuance were cer- 
tain. We shall oiunselves soon pass a^^y; 
and for the little time that we remain 
here, it matters not very greatly what af- 
flictions may come upon us, pnovided our 
eternal wdfare be secured, provided we be 
enabled at last to reach our prc^>er home, 
that '^ house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens," " This J say*\ brethren, 
the time is short ; it remaineth, that both 
they that have wives be as though they 
had ncme^ and they that we^ 33 though 
they wept not; and they that r^oioe, as 
though they r^oiced n(^; and they that 
buy, as though they .po^eessed not ; and 
they that use this world as not abasing 
it : for the fashion oi tiiis world passedi 

*! Cor. n^i. 29-^31. 
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_~...«y." " The time is ehort." — " The fa- 
■fthion of this world passeth away." — ^This 
thought ought to moderate and subdue 
bur earthly joys and our earthly sorrows. 
Above all, let us be very careful that 
fur sorrow for our departed friends does 
lot lead UB to repine or murmur against 
Jod. 

We are taught in the Scriptures to con- 
sider all events that happen in this life as 
being ordered by divine Providence, Our 
blessed Lord assures us, that " a sparrow 
doth not fall to the ground" without God's 
permission, and that even " the very hairs 
of our head are all numbered." Both 
Scripture and reason teeich us, that all the 
dispensations of the Almighty, however 
painful or difficult to comprehend, are the 
result of infinite wisdom, and perfect good- 
ness and mercy. If we really believe this, 
as we profess to believe it, we must not 
only confess with our Ups, but feel in Our 
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hearts, that the sad ^Vent which has palled 
forth oui: sorrow is right. We miost lem 
tQ, s£[y, not merely as words of course, but 
from the mward conviction of our soul, 
'' I know, O liord, that thy judgmrats 
^e right, and that thou of very faithM- 
ness hast caused me to be troubled'." 
We should meditate upon, and endeavour 
to imitate, the examples of resignation and 
submission to the will of God which are 
recorded in the holy Scriptures. When 
EU was told, by a message from, the Most 
High, that his two sons were to die both 
in one day, and that his descendants were 
tp be degraded and disgraced for many 
generations, he meekly repUed, /* It is 
the Lord, let him do what seemeth him 
good." When holy Job received the heavy 
tidings that all his sons and daughters 
had been at once crushed to death by the 
fall pf the building in which they were 

" * Psaloi cxix. 75* 
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if j^^mbled, *' he fell on his^ face and wor- 

^ 3liipped, and: said, The Lotd gave, and 

c the Lord hath taken away i blessed be the 

J i^^x^e pf >the Lord." And our Lordhim^ 

j. pelf, when, in agony of spirit from the near 

, prospect of the excruciating death which 

^ he' was ^bout to suffer for the sins of men, 

^ i^e prayed,.. that if it were possible the 

^ bitter cup .might pass from him, immedi- 

, ately added, ''But D[ot as I will, but as 

f thpu wilt, ' ' A^e must, labour and pray tp 

acquire the same spirit of te^ign^tion. We 

profess ourselves to be actu?ited by such a 

spirit, when in our 4aily prayers . we say^ 

^ ' Thy will be done.'' The death of a dear 

object of our^ affection is very painful, but 

still it was the will of God, - Can we be 

9aid really to acqnieaop in, really to be re*^ 

signed to that wiU> if we for a length pf 

time continue overwhelmed by sprrow? 

And, this meek submissi(^ of pur owij 
wills to the "will of God must haye re-, 
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!q)ect, not only to the sad event itself, bat 
to the severd circumstanoies by whidi tliat 
event was preceded, or by whidi^. hu- 
msody speaking, it was brought on. Wi 
shonld consider all thosi^ drctimstances as 
having been ordered and disposed by God's 
providence, as well as the ev^it in whidi 
they teraiinated. Of each of thcan: ire 
should fedi and say. It was the will Hjf 
Ood. It is, I well know, natural for the 
mind to look back with a painAiI retro- 
spect on all such previous circumstances, 
and td weary and j^adden the heart, some* 
timed to the deepest anguish, by cona* 
deling how. they might have been ordered 
differently, or what other human mea« 
sores might have been taken for avertii^, 
or at least for delaying, the calamity whieb 
it deplores. Such melancholy reeoHeo^ 
tions^ accepting so far as they may hsve 
refiorence to our future conduct, are wt 
only tain and unprofitable, but injurious. 
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They sicken the soul, and unfit it for the 
"^tetive duties of life. With respect to 
Surselvea, from the very grief which we 
'how feel, we surely may, generally speak- 
^g, rest satisfied that there was at the 
lime no wilful neglect on our part, but 
Biat we had recourse to such measures for 
■verting the calamity as seemed to us at 
ihe time most fitting and expedient. And 
certainly such painful retracing of afihction 
ifi hardly consistent with that faith, that 
Bubmission to the will of God, which 
teaches us to say, " Thy judgments," in 
themselves and in all their minutest cir- 
cumstances, are entirely " right" and 
od. 

Our sorrow agwn exceeds its proper 
linuts, when we permit the loss of one 
blessing to render os unmindful of the 
other blessings which still remain to us, 
and unthankful for them. God has seen 
fit to take from us one object of our ten- 
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it affection ; but have we no o4b1kiv 
lends remaining ? aad shall the ilepartal ioi 

that line make us regardiees of all \k\ 

it? And may we not still have God»l 
friend? Is not his fatherly protectiMJ 
still extended over us? Are we not stiJl 
invited to be the objects of hia mercy an) 
favour, to be partakers of the redemptioD 

ich is in Clmst Jesus, and of the sane- 
^cation of the Holy Spirit ? ReflexiiJB 

these things should induce us, not on^ 
be resigned, but to "rejoice in tls 

ird," — to be like the apostles of old, 

irrowful, yet alway rejoicing." 

And as the sorrow occasioned by the 
death of friends must not be suffered tq 
prevent us from maintaining a resigned, 
and pious, and thankful frame of mind 
towards God, so neither must it be per- 
mitted for any long time to interfere with 
the (Uscharge of the active duties which 
we owe to our fellow men. Some 
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^nay reasonably be allowed for the first 

^O^road, the first burst, of sorrow, and 

Some ^cessation from our ordinary avoca- 

%onB is required on such occasions by the 

Ibabits and feeUngs of society '^. But we 

/Shall do well to engage, as soon as we can 

liring ourselves to engage, in our usual 

employments, and particularly in the per- 

- formance of such offices of kindness and 

s Christian beneficence as are in our power. 

B llie sad instance which we have just had 

' of the uncertainty of human life, feeUhgly 

admonishes us not to give way to the Ian- 

guor and listlessness of grief, but to be 

diUgent and active in the improvement of 

the talents entrusted to us by our Creator, 

* Weep bitterly, and make great moan, and use 
lamentation as he is worthy ; and that a day or two 
lest thou be evil spoken of; and then comfort thyself 
for thy heaviness. But take ^ no ^rief to heart; for 
there is no turning again: thou shalt not do him 
good, but hurt thyself. Eccles. xxxriiii 17, 20. I.. 
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and in making the most of the little tool 
we may Mill have before xm, J am ^voy 
far from adyi^g . persons und^r .reM9t 
affliction to ^iter into general society^ or 
into any thing approaching to idle zsd 
thoughtless dissipation. But it seens 
desirable that they should use jsome eSaxtf 
some degree of exertion, to bring tiiem^ 
selves to permit of calm and jquiet mter- 
course with friends who teaUy ied db^ 
them, and that they should iretiini.^uisoQi 
as they well can to their accustomed oe^ 
cupations, and the duties allotted tb.Atia 
by Providence. The engaging in the actin; 
duties and charities of life is tnot .onfy 
right in itself, but is .(mid of thet.moBt 
likely means of alleviating our sorrow, cnt 
at least pf depriving it Qf its overwhelm- 
ing and engrossing influence. 

Perhaps it is because active employ- 
ment has this tendency to lessen the fed- 
ing q£ sorrow, that some persons are un- 
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^ wiUiug to engf^ in it. Of an affectionate 
I disposition, and of deep and tender feeU 
9! ings, sudi perscms seem to think it a 
m point of honour and of duty to keep up 
i the full tide of grief, and appear to feel 
^i that any diminution of their sorrow would 
i! be a mark of disi^pect, would be a tpken 
-: of want of affection, a sort of injuiy and 
n wrong to the iriend that has been taken 
3 fiom them. Perhaps not satisfied with 
li the ccmstant recurrence to tiie mind (^ the 
t friend, they have^lost, and the unceasing 
t internal pressure and recollection of their 
I grief, -they have recourse to a variety pf 
I outward objects : and remembrances to re* 
fresh and to increase its influ^ice, and to 
assist in preventing the naind and spifitft 
frcwn recovering their tone, and jfrom 
making any approach towards cheerful- 
ness. Wten the spirit is bovred down 
and broken by affliotion, .I^^hould be most 
unwilluig to give it pain by any. appearr 
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ance of censure. But still I would af- 
fectionately entreat such persons' to a^ 
their own reason, to ask their own ccm- 
sciences, whether in thus indulging and 
nourishing their grief they act wisely 
with regard to themselves, kindly to- 
wards their surviving friends, or duti- 
fully towards God. We all acknowledge 
that, as no one has a right to dieprive him- 
self of life, so it is the duty of us all to do 
what we can for the preservation of onr 
Ufe and health. Grief long indulged en- 
dangers both health and life. ** The sor- 
row of the world worketh death." A 
mourner feels — ^perhaps has reason to feel 
— ^that he has a right to claim priority in 
auction; hut let him not be so engnxlsed 
by his own affliction, as to be uiunindful 
of those who are partakers with him, 
though it may be in an inferior degrqe, in 
the same calamity* Let him not add to 
their porrow by obstinately refusjtfig to b? 
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comforted, or give them cause to feat that 
the excess of his grief will permanently 
injure his health, and give them another 
death to mourn over. 

Notwithstanding our best endeavours 
not to give way to excessive grief, the re- 
membrance of what we have lost wiU no 
doubt long continue — as long perhaps as 
we Uve — ^to hang about us, and to throw 
a tuige of melancholy and sadness over 
all our pursuits, over all the enjojmaents 
of life. Often no doubt in the bitterness 
of our souls we shall feel disposed to ex- 
claim with Job, " Oh that I were as in 
months past, as in the days when God 
preserved me ; when his candle shined 
upon my head, and when by his Ught I 
walked through darkness; as I was in the 
days of my youth, when the secret of Grod 
was upon my tabernacle*." But still let 
us endeavour not to give way to these im- 

* Job xxix. 2 — 4. 
G 
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pressions, still let us remember that the 
loss which we have sustained, after the 
first impulse of sorrow is a Utile subdued, 
is no excuse for neglecting the duties 
which we owe to our remaining friends 
and connexions, and to our fellow-crea- 
tures in general. Let it rather render ns 
more diUgent and active and attentive in 
the performance of them. 

Above all, let us humbly and fervently 
seek for consolation, and support, and 
spiritual strength, from the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort. Let U8 
earnestly implore the divine influence of 
the Holy Ghost the Comforter, and pray 
that that influence may be the means of 
giving us an increase of faith, hope, and 
charity,— /aifA in the death and rising 
again of the Son of God, and in the atone- 
ment for sin effected by his death ; kcpe 
in the divine mercy both for ourselves and 
our departed friends ; and charity shewing 
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itself in zeal for God's honour and service, 
and in active exertions to promote the 
welfare, temporal and eternal, of our fel- 
low men. Thus may the gloom of de- 
I spondencybebroten and dissipated. Thus 
(n may our hearts be preserved from bdbig 
El utterly overwhelmed by overmuch sorrow, 
! and thus may our affliction, now rendered 
comparatively light, be made the means 
« of working for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory, in that blessed 
place, in which sorrow and pain are im- 
known, and in which we humbly trust 
that Christian friends and relations who 
have gone hence in the faith and fear of 
God, will joyfully meet with each other, 
never to be separated again. 



6 2 
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A Prayer to be used on the death of a fried. 

(From Merrick and the New Manual.) 

O Almighty God, who dost not willinglj 
grieve the children of men, but in thy viata- 
tions rememberest mercy ; teach me by thy 
grace to bear the loss of that dear person whom 
thou hast taken from me with patience and re- 
signation, and to make a right use of the afflic- 
tion which thy fatherly hand has laid upon me. 
Thou hast given, and thou hast taken away; 
blessed be thy holy name. Make me thankful, 
O Lord, for the comforts and blessings which I 
still enjoy; and sanctify to my soul all the suf- 
ferings, which in the course of this mortal life 
thou shalt appoint for me. 

And grant, O merciful Father, that every 
one of those who are sharers with me in this af- 
fliction may be partakers likewise of thy support 
and comfort. Teach us all so to number our 
days, that we may apply our hearts unto true 
wisdom ; and so to fit and prepare ourselves 
for that great account which we must one day 
^ve, that when the time of our appointed 
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bange shall come, we may look up to thee with 
poy and comfort, and may at last be received 
jlto that place of rest and peace, where all tears 
ihall be wiped from our eyes, and all our trou- 
bles and sorrows shall have aii end ; through 
^e merits, and for the sake, of our blessed 
laviour and Redeemer, Jeaus Christ. 



CONSOLATORY FORM OF DEVOTION, 

that mij ht astd by the Friends and relstiom of a deceased 
'soDi or thai, with some slight aJteriUODi, may be uKd 



Sorrow not. brethren, for ikem that are asleep, 
eoen as others who have iio hope. 

For if ice believe that Jemts died, and roue 
again, even so them also which uleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him. 1 Thess. iv. 13, H, 

ft is the Lord, let him do what aeemeth him 
good. 1 Sara. iii. 18. 

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord, 

I even so saith the Sjnrit, for they rest from their 
bifiours. Itev, xiv. 13. 
o3 
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LET us PKAT. 

Lord, have mercy upon us ; 

Christ, have mercy upon us ; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, &c. 

Read Psalm xc. and xxxix. 

Most just art thou, O God, in all thy deal- 
ings with us, and our punishment is less than 
our iniquities deserve ; and therefore we desire 
to submit, with all humility and patience, to this 
sad dispensation of thy divine Providence. Be 
pleased so to sanctify it to this family, that at 
the breach thou hast made, thy grace and mercy 
may enter in, and more abundantly flow upon 
thy servants. Thy property it is to bring 
good out of evil ; O, turn that evil which is 
now befallen this family, to the good and benefit 
of every one of us, so that, we nuiy be able to 
say, from happy experience^ that the house of 
mofwrning is better than the house of fecLsting ; 
while the death of our brother (through thy 
blessing) shall conduce and minister to our 
spiritual advantage. 



TB for the death of friends. 127 

Let the sight of his change make us the more 
mindful of our own, and the sense of our loss 
. make us cleave the more closely to thee out 
God. Let the remembrance of his virtues make 
us follow his example, and thel hope we have 
of his bdng blessed, cause us to press with the 
snore earnestness towards the markj for the 
prisse of the high calling of God in Christ 
' JTestis. 

Thou knowest, O Lord, the weakness and 
frailty of our nature, and therefore we beseech 
thee to give thy servants^ who are more nearly 
interested in this sad affliction, a constant sup- 
ply of thy good Spirit, to enable them to be«e 
it with that humility, resignation, and sub* 
missipn to thy divine will, which become the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ Grant that no repin* 
ing thoughts may rise in their hearts ; but help 
them rather to think wherein they have o£Fended 
thee, and carefully td amend it; help them to 
place their affections on those things which are 
above, and freely to resign all their thoughts 
and desires unto thee ; saying with holy Job, 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away, 

G 4 
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blessed be the name of the Lard. And let tk 
death of thy servant strike us all with such i 
lively sense of our own mortality, as may cans 
us through the help of thy blessed Spirit so 
thoroughly to die unto sin, and live unto righ- 
teousness, as that when we die the death of tbe 
body, we may live unto Grod, and rest in bin 
as our hope is this our brother doth, throtigli 
the atonement and merits of Jesus Christ, oar 
blessed Mediator and Advocate. * Amen. 

Assist us mercifully, O Lord, in these our 
supplications and prayers, and dispose the way 
of thy servants towards the attainment of ever^ 
lasting salvation, that among all the changes 
and chances of this mortal life, they may ever 
be defended by thy most gracious and ready 
help, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord bless us and keep us ; the Lord 
lift up the light of his countenance upon us, 
and ^ve us grace, now and for evermore. Amen* 



SERMON VIII. 



SORROW FOa THE DEATH OF CHILDBEN. 



2 Kin 



.95,26. 



Jt came to pass, when the man of God saw her 
afar off, that he said to Gehaxi his serptmt. 
Behold, yonder is that Shunammite : 

Run ftow, I pray thee, to meet her, and stiy 
unto her. Is it well with thee ? Is it well vntk 
thy husband f la it well with the child f And 
she answered, It is well. 

It is well!" — Such were the words of 
an affectionate mother, who had just been 
suddenly deprived of a dear and only son, 
" Her soul was vexed within her," her 
heart was well nigh broken by the heavy 
blow which she had sustained, but still 
she says " it is well ;" — the affliction was 

G 
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the dispensation of Him who disposes of 
aU things according to the dictates of un- 
erring wisdom, of Him who '* doeth a& 
things well." 

The woman, by whom these words aw 
spoken, was an inhabitant of the city of 
Shunem, who had hospitably prepared a 
room in her house for the reception and 
accommodation of the prophet EUsba, 
whenever he should chance to pass that 
way, in the fulfihnent of the ambassage 
with which he was charged by God. 
*' Whoso receiveth a prophet in the name 
of a prophet," says our Saviour, " shall 
receive a prophet's reward." Elisha was 
desirous to see this woman rewarded for 
the attention i^^hich she had shewn to hifii. 
But her rank, and wealth, and induetite, 
^ere such as to leave no earthly wii^im- 
'giratified. She had, however, ntd * cMld, 
'and coiild not expect to have one iii the 
(ordinary course of nature. In answer to 
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the prayers of Elisha a son wastniraca- 
lously given to her. But this object of 
her affection, after constituting for some 
years the deUght of his parents, was cut 
off by a violent illness of only a few hburs^ 
continuance. 

'* When the child was grown it fell on 
a day, that he went out to his father to 
the reapers. And he said unto his fa- 
ther, My head, my head. And he siaiid 
to a lad. Carry him to his mother. And 
when he had taken him and brought him 
to his mother, he sat on her knees tiU ni3on, 
and then died." 

In tibe extremity of her distress, the 
first impulse of- the afflicted mother was 
to have recourse to the man of Grod, in 
answer to whose prayers her son had been 
given to her. Elisha saw her coming, 
and sent his attendant to enquire after the 
welfare of her family ? ** Is it well with 
thee ? Is it well with thy husband ? Is it 

g6 
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well with the child ? And she answered, 
ItisweU." 

These words of the sorrowing mother 
may probably be nnderstood as merdy 
implying her anxious impatience to ad- 
dress the prophet herself, and her wish to 
avoid all farther questioning, all. confer- 
ring, with any one else. We may, how- 
ever, in appljdng this passage to our ami 
edification, be perhaps permitted to take 
them as expressive of her acquiescence in 
the dispensations of Grod's providence. 
Such is the application which I wish to 
make of them now. I wish. to apply them 
to the case — and by God's blessing to the 
comfort — of those parents, who have be«i 
deprived by death of any of their childreD. 
God grant that they, like the afflicted mo- 
ther in the narrative before us, may be 
enabled to say, '' It is well!" j 

. To our short-sighted reason it may at 
.first sight seem very unaccoimtable why 
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^ so many human beings are cut off in the 
very beginning of their days. A very 
large proportion of those who are bom, 

: die before they are two years old ; thus 
coming into the world only for the sake 
of leaving it again ; ' making their pa- 
rents a little glad and very sorrowftd.' 
Many advance a little farther in Ufe ; and 
perhaps, when they are beginning to give 
fair promise of future usefulness and fu- 
ture excellence, are called away to lie 
down in the dust of the earth. We may 
be tempted to ask, to what purpose were 
they bom, if they were so soon to die ? 
One obvious answer to such question is, 
that none of us were bom principally with 
a view to the present world, and that 
those who are cut off in the beginning of 
their days may be — ^and are — '' the chil- 
dren of the resurrection" as much as our- 
selves. , 

And we should remember, that both 
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Scripture and reason teach us, that all 
efvents in this lower world are ordered by 
the providence of God. 

The doctrine of God's providence may 
suggest an infinite number of perplexing 
and harassing questions, which, from the 
weakness and limited nature of our rea- 
son, we are wholly unable to answ^ satis- 
factorily. * ' His judgments, ' ' in many in- 
stances, '' are unsearchable, and iiis ways 
past finding out." He says hihciself, "As 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than yotir ways, and 
my thoughts than your thoughts*;" and 
one of the most gifted and distinguished 
of his prophets found occasion to exclaim, 
* * Verily thou art a God that hidest thy- 
self *"." Possibly — I rather should say 
probably — the clearing up of all those 
perplexing doubts and difficulties, the un- 
ravelUng of all the intricacies of God's 

* Isaiah Iv. B. ^ Isaiah xlv. 15. 
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-providence, will constitute part of the 

a happiness of a higher state of existence. 

^ * Now we see through a glass darkly ; 

* but then face to face :" now " we know 

f in part, but then shall we know, even as 

also we are known." The words of our 

Lord may be applied to this subject, 

**' What I do thou knowest not now, but 

thou shalt know hereafter." 

But, however dark and inexpUcaWe the 
dispensations of Providence may some- 
times appear to our short-sighted reason, 
yet we may rest assured, that they are 
L r«ult of unerring wW<m. ^ ,4rfect 
goodness ; that they are the dispensations 
of Him of whom it is said,, that though 
^* douds and darkness are round about 
him," yet '' righteousness and judgment 
are the habitation of his seat." 

We are assured that a merciiul and 
wise God does not take pleasure in wit- 
nessing the sufferings of his creatures, but 
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that he " chastens us for our profit/'— fe 
our good. We should therefore meekly 
suhmit to his dispensations, however af- 
flicting they may he, and say, ** I hecame 
dumh, and opened not my mouth, hecause 
thou didst it ; — I know, O Lord, that tbj 
judgments are right, and that thou of 
very faithfulness hast caused us to be 
troubled." Our hearts should be disposed 
to say with the bereaved and sorrowing 
woman of Shunem, '* It is well." 

''It is well" for us ; — and ** it is well 
with the child." 

It is weU for us. The death of children 
furnishes to us a most affecting warning 
of the uncertainty of human life. We 
have ourselves been for some time en- 
gaged in our earthly pilgrimage, have 
been for years journeying on towards the 
tomb, and it was to be expected, in the 
ordinary course of nature, that those who 
began their journey so long after us, would 
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/?:5ontinue here many years in strength and 
Spvigonr, when we should be mouldering in 
fttfthe grave. Their being called hence so 
isoon, affectingly reminds us how frail and 
'-- uncertain o\ir own condition is, and ad- 
:monishes us to be always ready, 
r ' The death of children also gives us a 
> salutary and impressive lesson on the pre- 
carious, the uncertain continuance of all 
earthly enjoyments. Nature itself teaches 
not only mankind, but almost all the in- 
ferior animals, to love their yoimg, and to 
take pleasure in them ; and in proportion 
as man is exalted in the scale of being, 
this affection to those whom he was the 
means of bringing into the world may be 
proportibnably strong. This natural af- 
fection to his offspring is sanctioned and 
encouraged by the spirit and by the pre- 
cepts of reUgion. But when he is made 
to feel how hable these dear objects of 
affection are to be taken from him, he 
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must see and acknowledge the wisdom of 
endeavouring not to set his heart tool 
much, even upon the best of mortal Nest- 
ings, the wisdom and the duty of setting 
his '' affections on things above, not on 
things on the earth." 

But, generally speaking, '' it is well" 
also with the children, who are thus taken 
away* Our Church expresses the strong- 
est conviction of the salvation of those 
baptized infants, who die before they have 
committed actual sin. And surely the 
word of God furnishes strong foundaticm 
for such conviction. The children of the 
Jews were, by (rod's own appointment, 
s^dmitted into covenant with him by a 
sacramental rite, when eight days did; 
and there can be no reason why the dlil- 
dren of Christians, the objects of a high^ 
and more gracious dispensation than that 
of Moses, should not be made partakers 
of the covenant by baptism, at an age 
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**iqually early. But if admitted into cove- 
kiant with God, they become *' members 
^^f Christ, and inheritors of the kingdom 
^irflieaven/' It is true that children bring* 
-with them into this world a sinful and 
corrupted nature, which they inherit from 
^ tlie first progenitor of the human race, 
^ and of the existence of which they very 
' early give tokens in their wilfulness and 
waywardness. But it is contrary both to 
reason, and to the whole spirit and tenour 
6f the Grospel, to suppose that the corrup- 
tion of natxire, which, without any fault 
of their own, they derive from Adam, 
should avail more to their condemnation, 
than the redemption of Christ to their 
salvation. Even "where ^ abounded, 
grace did much more aboxmd;" and if tfaid 
is true in the case of actual transgression,' 
much more must it be true in the case of 
those who have no personal sins of their 
own to answer for. You all well know 
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the gracious and affectionate condescen- 
aion of o\ir Saviour to little children; 
" Suffer little children to come unto me, I 
and forhid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of heaven. " These children were 
partakers of that corruption, that ' infec- 
tion of nature/ which is common to a& 
men: but they had in them that which 
could engage the affectionate attention o( 
the Son of God ; they had in them quali- 
ties, — a-simphcity, for instance, a docility^ 
and a freedom from prejudice, — ^which he 
holds forth for the imitation of atll who 
would become his disciples : ' ' Except ye be 
converted, and become as Uttle children, ye 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven." 

And if little children were capable of 
becoming members of Christ's spiritual 
kingdom — of the kingdom of grace—Acre, 
certainly they are capable of becoming 
partakers of his kingdom of glory here 
after. 
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At what period of life children become 
r3i|:^apable of actual sin, and morally respon- 
c^sible in the sight of God, we do not ex- 
■ ^actly know. But we do know, that our 
gj^reator will have compassion upon the 
^.work of his own hands; that our Re- 
Q^ deemer will have compassion upon those 
^r for whom he shed his blood ; and will 
^ make every merciful allowance for those, 
, who have not as yet arrived at the fall use 
of their reason, for those, who if they are 
not free from offence, yet do not offend 
from deUberate and '* malicious wicked- 
ness." And, if there was in the departed 
children ' a tenderness of conscience in 
any thing which they apprehended would 
displease the great and good God ; a love 
to truth ; a readiness to attend on divine 
worship, from some imperfect notion of 
its general design, though the particulars 
of it could not be imderstood ; an open, 
candid, benevolent heart ; a tender sense 
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of obligation ; and a desire, according ■ of 
their little power, to repay it ; may m h 
not hope that these were some of W al 
**^ first-fruits of the Spirit,*' which ll d 
would in due time have ripened iDMn 
Christian graces, and are now on a m t 
den perfected by that almighty Agot,] 
" who worketh all in all *^?" 

When this is tiie case, when a child tail 
gone hence with a fair prospect of imniar- 
tality, has not a parent abundant reason 
to say ** it is well — ^it is well with the 
child ?" 

I well know, from sad and repeated ex- 
perience, what the sorrow is which is oc- 
casioned by the deatii of near, relations 
and friends. I well know, how ckNse, 
how intimate, how dear and sacred, is the 
tie, which imites parents to their children. 
The bitter grief, the intensity of angcdsh, 
which seizes on a parent when deprived 

• Doddridge. 
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.f his oflfspring, it requires, indeed, the 
^eart of a parent fully to estimate. But 
cU can in some degree imagine and un- 
terstand how painful it must be to a pa- 
f«iit, to a mother most especially, to lose 
whe infant to which she has given birth, 
sisrhich derived its earhest nomishment per- 
hiaps from her bosom, which turned to her 
ifor the supply of all its Uttle wants, for 
^protection from every harm ; how painful 
rto feel that its mortal life is ended, and 
with it all the endearments, aU the enjoy- 
ment, she] expected from it, and that all 
her cares, and anxieties, and tears, are 
unable to retain it longer upon earth. 
And would you, might we say to such a 
mother, would you retain it longer here if 
you could ? Would you stop it short in 
its flight totlrards heav^i, and expose it 
agaiti to the sufferings, and trials, and 
temptations, from which it is now freed for 
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ever ? Surely you would not. Youflw \ 
tered yourself probably that your (Ml 
would grow up to be useAil in his genei^ 
tion, lovely in the sight of Grod and mai, 
the grace and ornament of your life, aoi 
the solace of your old age. It might have 
been so. But on the other hand it mi^ 
have grown up ^to grieve your heart by is 
sufferings or by its vices, and might have 
gone hence with a fearful expectation of 
being exposed for ever to the wrath of 
God. Consider that now it is " taken away 
from the evil to come." Now it is called 
to receive its wages without labouring, 
without " bearing the burden and heat of 
the day;" to receive the prize without 
having run the race ; to receive the crown 
of victory, without encoimtering the ha- 
zards and hardships of the warfare. And 
could you have done better for it, could 
you have provided for it better than God? 
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He knows ^ far better than we can know, 

** The following Epitaph (quoted I fear not quite 
correctly) gives the substance of what has been said. 
It is inscribed, I think, on a grave-stone in the Isle 
of Wight. 

For this dear babe, fond parents, cease to mourn. 
Thus hurried from the cradle to the urn. 
Such spotless souls are most by God belo?edj 
And therefore from the ills of life removed. 
Many the dangers are, and great the fears, 
Which still await us in maturer years : 
And when men die we cannot surely know 
Whether to happiness or pain they go : 
But all allow, to doubt there's no pretence. 
That heaven's th' abode of infant innocence. 

The following is on a grave-stone in my own 
Parish. By whom it was originally written I am 
ignorslnt. It is on an Infant who died in 1791, aged 
ten months. 

An infant's fate may make a parent sad ; 
An infant's fate should make a parent glad. 
Rapt out of life ere care and woes begin, 
I knew no sorrow, for I knew no sin. 
Death has no sting for him who dies so young : 
Reader ! repent, since thou hast liv'd so long. 

H 
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what is really for the henefit of his crea- 
tures. Learn to acquiesce, to confide en] 
tirely, in his wisdom and goodness, and| 
be assured that in the present instance I 
'* it is well !" — ^it is well with the chili m^ 
Thus in every affliction, even in thofieli 
which naturally grieve and rend the heart 
the most acutely, endeavour meekly to 
submit yoTirselves to the dispensations of 
the Almighty. Bear habitually in mind 
the conviction that He doeth all things well, 
that '* his tender mercies are over all his 
works," — over you, and over those dear 
relations whom he sees fit to remove firom 
you. When he chastens us, he chastens 
us for our profit. When he afiSicts us, it 
is in order that we " may be partakers of 
his holiness** here, and of his happiness, 
and glory, and immortality, hereafter. 



Sorrow for thf de*2th of ckildrem. 147 
Prayer for a sick child. 

(From KettJewell.) 

Lord, pity the troubles and weakness of this 
yoor child, and pity our sorrows who are af- 
^cted with it and for it. Ease it of its pain, 
^and strengthen it when it lies struggling for 
3ife. Raise it up again, if it may please thee, 
to grow in years and stature, and in thy iins- 
dom, and thy fear, and thereby to comfort us 
and glorify thee. 

We believe, O Almighty Father, that thou 
knowest best what is fit both for it and us, and 
will do what is best for both, and therefore we 
leave it to thee, to dispose ol as tboa pleaaest. 
But whether it be to Hfe or death. Let it be 
thine in both, and either preaerre it to be thy 
true and faithful servant here oa earth, or uoe 
it to the blessedness of thy children m the iing^ 
dom of heaven, throo^ oar Lord aad saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amciiu 

See also the pvsyer fax 2k sck di£Ld in *JK 
Office for MatDDig the 5iek> 
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SERMON IX. 



ADVANTAGES OF AFFLICTION. 



Psalm cxix. 71. 

It is good for me that I have been in trouhle^ 
that I may learn thy statutes. 

The hundred and nineteenth Psahn may 
be considered as a complete expression of 
genuine devotion. It abounds throughout 
in pious resolutions, in fervent supplica- 
tions for greater ability to perform the 
will of God, and in humble acknowledg- 
ments of the divine power and goodness. 

In the passage which I have selected 
froioti it as my text, the Psalmist expresses 
his conviction of the benefits or usefklness 

h3 



1 50 Advantages of cufflictum. 

of affliction. "It is good for me," 8»|i|to] 
he, *'that I have been in trouble." Mis 
particular benefit which he derived ham c 
it was, improvement in the knowledgt|a 
and practice of real religion : " It is good 
for me that I have been in trouble, that 1 
may learn thy statutes/' 

It is my intention from these words to 
take occasion to offer a few observatioDS 
upon the origin of afflictions, and the pur- 
poses for which they are sent. 

Exposed as we all are, at every hour of 
our Uves, to the endurance of calamity, 
this is a subject at all times interesting. 
By him who is held forth as the great 
example of patience in the Old Testament, 
it is observed, that ** man that is bom of 
a woman is of few days, and full of trou- 
ble;" and by one of his friends, that 
* * man is bom to trouble as the sparks fly 
upward." The experience and observation 
of each of us will bear testimony to the 
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'^ruth of these remarks. For which of us 
%'M* there, that has not been repeatedly 
istsalled upon to encounter pains of body 
! sttbd grief of mind ? or, if he has enjoyed 
: a state of comparative exemption from evil 
'^ bitnself, has not been forced to witness — 
and if he is not lost to the feelings of 
5?/ htimanity, to sympathize also in — ^the dis- 
t tresses and sufferings of those around him? 
Which of us, if not from his own expe- 
rience^ yet at least from observation, is 
ignorant of the evils of want, of the many 
varied pains of sickness and disease, and 
the numberless outward accidents to which 
' the body is exposed ? Which of us is ig- 
norant of the far severer afflictions of the 
mind^ of the grief arising from unmerited 
censure or reproach, from the malice of 
some men, the ingratitude or neglect of 
others, and from the removal by death of 
friends and relations who were dear unto 
us perhaps as our own soul ? 
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It is natural and not unreasonable ll i 
enquire, whence do all these sufferin^l tl 
proceed? To say that they are the (i>| 
spring of chance, or of a blind fataKty,ii| 
to use words without meaning. ^' Affis^ 
tion," to adopt the language of holy imt, 
*' Cometh not forth of the dust, neither 
doth trouble spring out of the grotmd.*^ 
From the general language and spirit rf 
the Scriptures, from those passages whidi 
represent the providence of God as ex- 
tending over aU his works, which tell us 
that even a sparrow doth not fall to the 
ground without his permission, and that 
even the hairs of our head are all num- 
bered, and from others expressly asserting 
this truth, we are led to look upon all afflic- 
tions as proceeding from the hand of God. 

But here again it may be asked. Does a 
God of mercy then delight in causing pain? 
Does he take pleasure in ccmtemplating 
the sufferings of his creatures ? To say 
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^>fi&Lat he does would be blasphemy. By 
' "tiNe voice both of reason and of Scripture 
^^ikb are assured, that " God doth not afflict 
^ IwilHngly," nor find delight in grieving 
' the children of men. He chastens us not 
i^ fbt **his own pleasure," but "for our 
profit;" and the profit which he has in 
view, is our improvement in holiness, our 
deliverance from the dominion and from 
the punishment of sin. He chastens and 
corrects us, that we may not be *' given 
over unto eternal death." He afilicts us 
here, in order that he may induce us to 
leave our sins, that so we "may n6t be 
condemned with the world" to punishment 
hereafter. 

I shotdd now proceed to point out the 
tendency, which afflictions have to produce 
these salutary eflects ; but before I do 
this, I wish to ofler one observation, which 
tEft)U^ it is obvious, and though its truth 
ixiay be pretty generally acknowledged, I 
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yet think it inexpedient to omit. This is, 
that it is a plain and palpable error to 
suppose, when any one is afflicted, that he 
therefore is in any degree rejected or for- 
saken by Grod. On the contrary, we are to 
look upon his affliction rather as an instance 
of God's fatherly care over him. This may 
be inferred both from what has been above 
advanced, and from the express words of 
holy writ, which assure us, that "whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth, even as a 
father the son in whom he deUghteth;'* 
that '* if we endure chastening God deal- 
eth with us as with sons ;" and that con- 
sequently '' blessed is the man whom the 
Lord correcteth." There is far greater 
reason to tremble for those whom Job 
speaks of as being ' * mighty in power, and 
spending their days in wealth ;" of whom 
the Psalmist says, that ** they come in no 
misfortune Uke other folk, neither are they 
V plagued like other men ; their eyes swell 
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^th fatness, and they do even what they 
list ; lo, these are the ungodly, these pros- 
per in the world, and these have riches in 
possession." For sijch men there is, I 
say, reason to tremble, lest they should 
be given over by Gx)d to a hardened heart 
and a reprobate mind ; lest, as is too often 
the case, in consequence of their uninter- 
rupted prosperity, they should be *'holden 
with pride," and tempted to say unto God, 
** Depart from us, for we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways : what is the Al- 
mighty, that we should serve him ? and 
what profit should we have if we pray 
unto him?" 

I proceed now, as I proposed, to consi- 
der more particularly the advantages of 
afflictions ; why it is that they are repre- 
sented as being for our profit, in what 
sense it is that the Psalmist says in the 
tiext, " it is good for me that I have been 
afflicted." The answer is foimd in each 
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of the passages which I have quoted, and 
from each we find that unprorvement in 
godliness, improvement in genuine ipMxA^ 
cal religion, is the object f6r whk^ afflic- 
tions are sent. ^' Gott chastens us for cmr 
profit, that we might be partakers of \m 
holiness ;*' " it is good for me that I have 
been afflicted, that I may learn diy sta- 
tutes." Let us examine hofw afflictiaDS 
tend to effect this end. 

No one is ignorant what a distiniguished 
rank among Christian graces is assigned 
to the virtues of patience, and resigniitibn 
to the divine will. These are repKs^dted 
as among the best evidences of gentiK 
faith and trust in God, and as distinguish- 
ing features in the character of a real db- 
ciple of Him, who through life wais^ *^ a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief,'* 
hot who ** when afflicted" yet " opened 
not 'Ms mouth" to complain* Now it is 
evident that these virtues can not be iir* 
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ercised and improved without affictions. 
Accordingly we are exhorted by the apo- 
gtle to ** count it all joy when we fall into 
divers temptations*,*' knowing this, that 
" tribulation worketh patience, and pa- 
tience experience, and experience hope^.'* 
And we ire in another place reminded, 
that though ** no chastisement for the 
piiesent seemeth joyous, but grievous, ne- 
tertibeless afterward it yieldeth the peace- 
able fruit of righteousness unto them that 
ate exercised thereby''." 
- Oiie of the principal obstacles to the 
growth of real religion in our hearts, is 
the power which is too often acquired over 
thdm by the world and the things of the 
workt, those things which are the objects 
of sense, those things which we see, and 
feel, and taste. It is true we renounced 
the pomp land vanities of the world in- our 
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Baptism, but too often we do not renounce 
them in our conduct. Even if these do 
not betray us into open acts of sin, yet the 
cares and pleasures of this world,— cares 
and pleasures which are innocent it may 
be in themselves, and for that very reas(m 
the less guarded against, — are too apt to 
gain possession of our minds, of our hearts 
and affections, to chain and fetter down 
our souls to the earth, and to prevent 
them from seeking for, almost from de- 
siring, the rewards of Heaven. A deep 
and heavy affliction, such an affliction 
especially as the death of some dear rela- 
tion, of a child perhaps, or a parent, has 
a strong tendency to tear asunder the en- 
chantments of the world, to make us feel 
the imcertain, unsubstantial, unsatisfac- 
tory nature of the dearest earthly blessing, 
and, consequently, to carry our thoughts 
and wishes from the earth to that blessed 
place where only true happiness is to 



iges of a^klion. 1 59 

ind, happiness uaimpaired, and that 
not away, 
lus again, a continued course of pros- 
perity has a natural tendency, as it waa 
iresented in the passage which I lately 
loted, to produce pride, and hardness of 
lart, and forgetfulness of God. These 
pernicious effects are generally counter- 
acted, or greatly lessened, by afiliction. 
Affliction tends to bring down our pride, 
and to make us humble both towards God 
and man, by compclhng us to feel what 
poor weak creatures we are in ourselves, 
how entirely dependent upon events over 
which we have no control, how utterly 
unable to secure our own happiness. If 
the affliction is occasioned by the death of 
some dear friend, it gives us a still stronger 
lesson ofhumiUty,bydirecting our thoughts 
to the contemplation of our own death, to 
the time when all our prosperity will cease, 
when we sbaU lie down in the dust, and 
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make our bed in darkness. In proportsal^ 
as we are thus humbled under the hand dl co 
Grod, our hearts are softened^ and im- 
proved, and opened to receive sahitarjit' 
impressions. Our forgetfulness of 6id|^ 
will, it is probable, at the same time be 
removed. When we find that we canDOt 
prevent our earthly friends from b^ 
taken from us. We may naturally be sg^ 
posed to be anxious to secure a friend in 
heaven, to secure the friendshdp of HBm 
who abideth for ever. When we feel our 
earthly comforts, cmr earthly props and 
supports, falling away, we shall be induced 
to look for something stable and perma- 
nent, — ^we shall, if we are wise, seek to 
support ourselves on the Rock of ages. 

Having oiu* thoughts thus turned to 
God, we shall in the next plice be indticed 
to consider what the partictilar intention 
of his visitation may be. '' Hear ye the 
rod, and who hath appointed it, '"says the 
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&SfOpbet. We shall, it is to be presumed, 
i^'iMnhply with this exhortation. We shaU 
ei'**'Iiear the rod ;'* we shall, that is, attend 
wto the lesson, to the instruction, which 
les Ibe rod of affliction is intended to convey, 
M Attd shall consider the hand whence it 
t proceeds. We shall with holy Job humbly 
Si say, *' Shew me wherefore thou contendest 
'ffj wifli me.*' We shall thus be led on to 
3j senous and impartial self-examination. 
7/ ** Let us search and try our ways, and 
i turn again to the Lord," was the exhorta- 
[' tioh of Jeremiah to his countrymen in 
their calamity. With this exhortation we 
ought invariably to comply in the hour of 
distress. Even in prosperity, it is our 
duty and our interest frequently to exa- 
mine our lives, and to compare our con- 
duct, and the Inward disposition of our 
souls, with the rule of God's command- 
ments ; it is a duty, however, which we 
then are too often inclined to neglect. 
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But affliction has a natural tendency to 
dispose us to this work. The object for 
which it is sent, is * to correct and amend 
in us whatever doth offend the eyes of our 
heavenly Father/ and ought to set us 
upon searching what there is in us which 
particularly requires amendment and cor- 
rection. It will lead us to meditate upon 
the holy, and pure, and strict law of God, 
to consider well the various practical di- 
rections and precepts contained in the 
holy Scriptures, and to reflect how very 
far we have fallen short of really acting 
up to them, how many known duties we 
have heedlessly neglected, of how many 
actual transgressions, in thought, word, 
and deed, we have repeatedly been guilty* 
At the same time, by humbhng our mind, 
and subduing our spirits, affliction brings 
them into a proper frame for the work of 
repentance ; it weakens the power of many 
of the most dangerous temptations to sin. 
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^ and brings us to fly for support and refiige 
^ to the mercy of God. 
^' More particularly will afflictions , through 
^' the divine blessing, induce us properly to 
j estimate, and heartily to embrace, that 
signal display of the mercy of the Al- 
i mighty, which was manifested in the re- 
demption of the world by the death and 
Sufferings of his Son. Not only have 
the sufferings which we endure a natural 
tendency to lead us to the serious and 
thankful contemplation of those far se- 
verer sufferings which he encountered for 
our sakes, but will also direct our atten- 
tion to the bitter cause of those sufferings, 
and bring us with a hvely faith and heart- 
felt sorrow to throw ourselves in all hu- 
miUty at the foot of the cross. 

Such, my friends, are some of the salu- 
tary purposes which afflictions are de- 
signed to answer; such are the reasons 
for the assertion of the Psalmist in the 
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text, '' It is good for me that I have beoi 
afflicted." Let us do what we can that 
they may produce these effects in m. 
Too often they fail of producing them. 
Too many instances there are of men, 
who, as the Prophet speaks, * ' revolt mcwe 
and more," the more they are afBicted; 
who ** refuse to receive correction," who 
** set their faec^ harder than a rock," and 
" refuse- to return" to Grod. Let not us 
be like unto them. Let not the chastea- 
ings of God be thrown away upon us. It 
has been well said, that it is a great loss 
to lose an (iffliction. If it does not make 
us better, we have suffered to no pmpose; 
and, unless God should in his wrath giveui^ 
over to a hardened heart and a reprobate 
mind, we must expect that other and morri 
severe chastenings will be inflicted to do the 
work, which through om* negligence the 
former affliction failed of accomplishing. 
Let every affliction then do its proper and 
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perfect work ; let it induce us to search and 
try our ways, and to endeavour to amend 
whatever we find amiss in thought, word, 
or deed; let it render us more serious, 
more humble, more heavenly -minded, 
more devoted to God and to his service. 

Finally, let us remember, that afllic- 
tions are sent in mercy ; that ' * we are 
chastened of the Lord that we should not 
be condemned with the world." They 
wiU save us from this condemnation only, 
in SO far as they make us more holy and 
better Christians. If they produce not this 
effect, if we wilfully refuse to be corrected 
or amended by them, the mercifiil inten- 
tion with which they were sent will be 
defeated ; our condemnation will yet take 
place ; and they will only be so much in 
addition to the dreadful sufferings which 
that condemnation will entail. 
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A Prayer for a person under (iffliction, 

(Abridged from the New ManuaL) 

O MOST gracious God, who dost not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men, I flj 
unto thee for comfort and support under the 
troubles which thou hast laid upon me. I 
know, O Lord, that thy judgments are right, 
that thou of very faithfulness hast caused me 
to be troubled, and that my sins have deserved 
more grievous punishment than what I nov 
suffer; but do thou have pity upon me, and 
deal with me not according to my sins, but after 
thine own great mercy. Pardon all my past 
transgressions, and grant that this correction 
may awaken me to a more zealous performance 
of my duty, to a sense of my spiritual wants, 
and to a hatred of every thing that is displeasing 
in thy sight. And if, for reasons best known to 
thine infinite wisdom, thou shalt think fit to 
continue this affliction to me, thy blessed will 
be done. Enable me patiently to bear it, and 
to submit with perfect resignation to all the 
dispensations of thy good providence. Support 
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and comfort me in all troubles; direct me in 
all difficulties ; carry me through all trials and 
temptations: and grant that these light afflic- 
tions, which (in comparison) are but for a mo- 
ment, may work for me an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, through thy Son Jesut 
Christ, our Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. 



THE END. 
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